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ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT LAMBERT PARK, MARION ST, LEICHHARDT. 


1st GRADE & UNDER 21s TRIALS 


Sunday 4th October — 1.00pm Wednesday 7th October— 6.30pm 
Sunday 11th October — 1.00pm Wednesday 14th October — 6.30pm 
Sunday 18th October — 1.00pm Wednesday 21st October — 6.30pm 
Sunday 25th October — 1.00pm Wednesday 28th October — 6.30pm 


UNDER 18s TRIALS 


Sunday 4th October — 10.00am Friday 9th October — 6.30pm 
Sunday 11th October — 10.00am Friday 16th October — 6.30pm 
Sunday 18th October — 10.00am Friday 23rd October — 6.30pm 
Sunday 25th October — 10.00am Friday 30th October — 6.30pm 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


ALSO rs 

Under 13s & Under 14s Under 15s & Under 16s 
Tuesday 13th Oct 6.30pm, Tuesday 20th Oct 6.30pm Thursday 15th Oct 6.30pm, Thursday 22nd Oct 6.30pm 
Tuesday 27th Oct 6.30pm, Tuesday 3rd Nov 6.30pm Thursday 29th Oct 6.30pm, Thursday 5th Nov 6.30pm 


Saturday 17th October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 
Saturday 24th October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 
Saturday 31st October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 


‘Youth League Director of Coaching & Co Ordinator Billy McColl 
APPOINTED 1999 COACHING STAFF Asst. Youth League Director of Coaching & Co Ordinator Andrew Baudille 


‘ist Gde Coach — Ano Bertogna (Former Socceroo) Manager — Peter Griffith-Jones Youth League Convenor Rudi Barecca 

U/21s Coach — Billy McColl Manager — Joe Trieste Assistant Youth League Convenor Aldo Di Mento 

U/18s Coach — John Panuccio Manager — Aivaro Salomoni Club Goal Keeper Goach Frank Mikuletic (NSW State Keeper) 
U16s Coach — Tony Raciti Manager — Marto Guererra Head Club Physio Therapist, Paul Fioretto 

U/5s Coach — Lenny Salvaggio — Phillip Saivaggio Physio Michael Ho Shon 

U/14s Coach — John Romeo ei cola Dominic Vitetta Youth League Physio Tommy Cellucei 

U13s Coach — Robert Gabrielti Manager — Aldo Di Mento Club Doctor Dr Brent Wong 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE LEICHHARDT TIGERS INFO LINES 
9565 2299 (7 Lines — 24 urs) on O18 276 763 (Mose) 
All Youth Teams will be touring Fiji for a pre-season tournament from January 3rd to January 8th 1999 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS are (PRES sponsored UA APIA 92-94 Parramatta Road, CAMPERDOWN 


Australian News 


SOCCEROOS TO PLAY USA IN SAN JOSE 


the USA will play Australia in an exhibition 

game on November 6 in San Jose, California. 

The Americans have been without a head 
coach since Steve Sampson quit June 29, four 
days after the United States lost to Yugoslavia 
in its final World Cup game. s 

D.C. United coach Bruce Arena is expected to 
take over the team later this year. 

Meanwhile, John Economos reports that 
Australia’s national coach Raul Blanco is a little 
concerned about Australia's semi-final match this 
Friday night against the probable opposition of the 
Tahitians at Brisbane's Suncorp Stadium in the 
Oceania Confederation Cup qualifiers. 

Australia played the Cook Islands in Group B 
last night (Monday) after Soccer Weekly had gone 
to press, as did New Zealand in Group A who 
faced Vanuatu, 

Speaking from the Hilton Hotel, Blanco (right) 
warned: “Despite us beating Fiji 3-0 late last week, 
the Fijians were very tough, even though we led by 
the same scoreline at halftime. 

“They dropped back and forced us to play a 
game that Australia is not familiar with and we had 
to be very patient as they really looked dangerous. 

“We have a problem with our left defender 
Fausto De Amicis who is suffering with a throat 
infection which we hope will soon clear up. 

“| anticipate that we should meet Tahiti next 
Friday in the semis and they also will be far from 
easy. 

“Tahiti was very well organised against New 
Zealand last Friday night and troubled them greatly 
before New Zealand got up through an ‘own goal’ 
to ultimately squeeze a victory. 


| nits first game since the World Cup debacle, 


“| firmly believe that Tahiti will improve as time 
goes on, but so will we, | closely monitored the 
Tahitians and they really looked the part. 

“They are prepared to play the ball even though 
they lacked a little confidence at first. 

“Tahiti showed me they possessed great mobility 
against New Zealand playing with a sole striker but 
with another man sitting behind him. 

“But | must stress the fact, and understandably 
So, that Tahiti over recent years has been greatly 
influenced by French Soccer,” Blanco observed. 

Then Australia’s national coach underlined what 
Most fans to date, as well as the media, have failed 
to identify. 

“Look, what we must recognise is the definite sit- 
uation that these Pacific Island nations have slowly 
but surely been closing the gap that once existed 
between them and Australia and New Zealand. 

“If we continue to ignore this fact, which | can 
assure you every one of my players hasn't, we may 
‘one day suffer and pay dearly for it. 

“For example, look how Fiji has already beaten 
Australia twice in the past five years, or have we 
already forgotten this?” ended Blanco. 

As well as pondering over the left side of his 
defence, the astute Blanco has a different dilemma 
with the right side, 

Blanco’s two right wingbacks, Goran 
Lozanovski and Robbie Trajkovski, are very hard to 
split when it comes to selection. 

Perth Glory’s ball-skilled Trajkovski is more tena- 
cious in his defensive duties, whilst South 
Melbourne's Lozanovski has a slight edge in 
attacking strengths, armed with his marvellous 
accurate crosses and long-range shooting, 

Australia’s attack will be spearheaded by the 


intelligent Paul Trimboli, with goal-ace 
Damian Mori who cracked a wonderful hat- 
trick last Friday night against the Fijians, in 
tandem upfront. 

It's most essential that Australia qualifies 
for the cash-rich, eight nations Confederation 
Cup (which will be played early next year in 
Mexico). 

All eight finalists are guaranteed by FIFA a 
minimum of US$1 million for just getting to 
Mexico, 

And with the current exchange rate of our 
Australian dollar, the cash-strapped Soccer 
Australia is vitally concerned that we win 
‘Sunday's Final in Brisbane. 

The Sunday's Final of these Cup qualifiers 
will be covered live by SBS-TV starting at 
3.30pm. 


Australia’s possible line up against Tahiti 
on Friday night, is: 

Goalkeeper: Jason Petkovic. 

Defence: Goran Lozanovski or Robbie 
Traykovski, Alex Tobin, Simon Colosimo, 
Mark Babic, Alvin Cecolli or Fausto De 
Amicis, 

Midfield: Ernie Tapai, Kasey Werhman, 
Brad Maloney. 

Strike-line: Paul Trimboli, Damian Mori. 


See page five for the opening game match 
feports from Brisbane in the Oceania Nations 
Cup plus all the Australian news from page 
four to nineteen, with the Global Game from 
page twenty to thirty one. 


Optus announces our most 
competitive rates ever to the U.K. 


With our new Round the World, Round the Clock 
savings, Optus' Long Distance international rates 


are now more competitive than ever before. And 


co 
that means unbeatable value for you. All you have 
oe 


to do is choose one of two great discount-@ptions. 


PER MINUTE RATES TO THE U.K. 


World Saver including 
minimum 10% discount 


PEAK 
~ $1.01 


WEEKEND 
$0.41 


OFF-PEAK 
$0.76 


One Country Saver 


$0.89 


$0.49 $0.36 


*15 cent connection fee applies to all calls. Rates are charged per second. 
World Saver discounts are based on your monthly average international spend. 


DO YOU CALL ONE COUNTRY? CHOOSE ONE COUNTRY SAVER. 


& 
If you mostly call the United Kingdom, this could be the best option for 


you. Nominate U. K. and you'll receive reduced rates of between 20 - 


40% off Optus’ standard international rates (see rate chart). Calls to all 


other countries will be charged at our new standard international rates. 


OR DO YOU CALL MORE THAN ONE COUNTRY? CHOOSE WORLD SAVER. 


If you regularly call more than one country, then this could be the best 
option for you. No matter where or when you call, you'll automatically 
receive discounts of between 10 - 20% off our new standard 


international Long Distance rates with every call you make. 


Call 1800 500 104 now and switch 


OPTUS 


‘Terms and Conditions: Both discounts apply to international calls for Optus switched residential customers only. Both discounts exclude the following: 1456 override calls, Service Provider customers, Optus customers on special discounts or rate options, 
Optus Calling Card calls, calls to and from mobiles, Info calls eg.1900, Time and charge calls eg. 0012 Ringback. One Country Saver discounts not applicable to 15c connection fee or operator surcharges. World Saver discount is based on customers average 
monthly intemational spend across their bill. World Saver not available to Optus Account One customers. Customers can elect either World Saver or One Country but not both. 
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Australian News 


MUNRO GETS TOUGH 
ON YOUNG STARS 


By Dwyght Tutfnel 


ippsland Falcons coach Stuart Munro is close to 
giving up on Levent Osman and Joe Tricarico. 
Neither has signed a new contract and Munro 
said he will give them less than a week to give 
him an answer, 

“I've been very patient with them but now I’m very close to 
closing the door on them” a frustrated Munro said. 

Both were out of contract at the end of last season and as yet, 
they haven’t put pen to paper to sign a new one, 

Tricarico has been training and playing with the Falcons 
during the pre-season and scored twice in the Falcons’ opening 
game of the Tynan-Eyre Cup. 

Osman told the club he would play for them if nothing came 
of his overseas trials, He is now with Sunderland in England 
after spending time in Turkey. 

Munro said he found it hard to understand why Osman is now 
having a go with Sunderland. 

“They're cight weeks into the season over there. 

“He’s gone at the wrong time. It would be different if he was 
going to step into the first team and unless he does, they're not 
likely to sign him, 

Munro said that he already has a replacement for Osman in 
mind. 

“I'm very close to 
agreeing something with 
another player, but they 
can’t both play so I need 
to hear from him 
(Osman) quickly.” 

Tricarico has looked 
good in the Tynan-Eyre 
Cup games and Munro 
has told him he is a 
required player. 

“T’ve told Joe already 
that if he’s with us, he'll 
be one of the first names 
‘on my team-sheet, 

“It’s two fold thing. 
Maybe the — club 
Shouldn't have let him 
get out of contract, that 
happened before I got 
here, he’s obviously 
keeping his options 


Levent Osman... Gippsiand’s 


young star is at open. 
English club Sunderland on “It's getting too close 
trial. to the season, I need to 


start making some 
decisions and if he’s not going to be with us, then I need to look 
elsewhere.” 

Munro said that he was close to agreeing terms with two other 
players who have impressed in the Tynan-Eyre Cup, Andy 
Vargas and 19 year old Frankston Pines defender Michael 
Anderson. 


Sue Melbourne’s Olyroo sweeper Tansel Baser will not be 
joining Turkish first division club Trabzonspor, Baser will 
fetum to Melbourne shortly after Trabzonspor made an offer for 
him that was substantially lower than what South Melbourne had 
asked for, 

“We're expecting him back within a week” said club General 
Manager Peter Filopoulos. 


Thinking of a Gift? Birth 


“They (Trabzonspor) are making a last ditch effort to keep 
him there, but we're holding firm on this one, we want him 
back.” 

South Melbourne's asking price for Baser, $1 million, was 
met with an offer of around $100,000. 


Trabzonspor have not yet come back with any improvement 
on the offer, in fact, South have heard very little from the 
‘Turkish club. 

“They're a hard club to contact. The communication between 
us has not been what we would have liked,” remarked 
Filopoulos. 

Meanwhile, coach 
Ange Postecoglou has 
decided against signing 
Dean Culina from Sydney 
United. Culina has been 
trialling with South for the 
last couple of weeks but 
Postecoglou said his lack 
of experience went against 
H him. 

“At the end of the day 
we decided we'd prefer 
someone with a bit more 
experience as cover for 
the sweeper position, 
unfortunately Dean didn’t 
have that” he said. 

Postecoglou said he 
would go with what he 
‘already has in the squad. 

“We've got players on 
the fringes of the first 
team who can play in that 
(sweeper) position 
already” said Postecoglou. 

And Postecoglou has 
added another player from 
the VIS to his squad for 
the new season. Mustafa 
Mustafa, a left sided 
player, has been brought 
in as cover for that 
position. 


How about a Soccer Weekly 
subscription? 


. Only 


FOUR DIEGOS’ 02 
SOCCER PREVIEW 


Carlton SC 

Strengths: Coached by the classy, well 
groomed and immaculately dressed, Eddie 
“Brian Ferry’ Krncevic. This is a very 
important image for the club to portray when 
selling the Carlton name to the lucrative middle 
aged, unattached female market. 

Corporate lunches, Cigar and Caviar nights 
— General manager Lou Sticca assures us that 
all black tie functions cater for the nutritional 
needs of all the players, We believe him as long 
as we keep on getting invited! 

New signing, Andrew “Shower Scene from 
Psycho” Marth, lurking in midfield. Known as 
“Batesy” to his mates, Marth will provide much 
needed “mongrel” in the blueblood’s midfield, 

Weaknesses: The Asian financial crisis and 
the downturn on Wall St could lead to an 
increase in player anxiety and confidence on 
the field. 

Four Diegos’ Tip: Eddie's Charlton Blues 
will have work hard and stay injury free to 
avoid the second year blues. We say a top six 
finish for these corporate highfliers. 


South Melbourne 


Strengths: South Melbourne coach, Ange 
Postecoglou is so good that the Rolling Stones 
felt an incredible urge to write a song about 
him. 

The club's supporters are worth two goals 
and a free fireworks display to the team, at 
every home game at the Bob Jane Stadium. 

Weaknesses: The club has chosen not to 
adopt a nickname this season, We believe a 
rethink is required on this issue, for with the 
right nickname the club can align itself with an 
Australian event that pulls in the crowds. 

Take Sydney Olympic, for instance. With 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics around the corner, 
they are well placed to reap the flow on befits. 
Now is the time that South should do the same. 

Some possible suggestions ... South 


Melbourne ‘Mardi Gra’ Soccer Club, South 
Melbourne ‘Melbourne Cup’ Soccer club, 
South Melbourne ‘Cold Chisel’ Soccer Club .., 
‘no doubt something to think about for the Bob 
Jane marketing men! 

Four Diegos’ Tip: We say, it’s going to be 
back to back for Angie’s ‘Mardi Gra’ Bob Jane 
crew. 


Melbourne Knights 


Strengths: After initial work permit 
problems, well credentialed coach, ‘Visa’ Vid 
Horvat, has finally arrived to guide the club 
through it’s transitional (an acceptable excuse 
for losing) phase, 

Weaknesses: According to co-owner of 
Perth Glory, Nick Tana, the poor Knights have 
to play their home games in a “Cold Hole In 
Hell”. This might explain the huge demand for 
thermal jock straps in the Knights changing 
rooms prior to games at Somers St, 

Four Diegos’ Tip: We say the Knights are 
destined to hover in the lower recesses of the 
Ericsson Cup black hole in the coming season. 
Our tip, a bottom half of the table finish for 
“Visa” Vid's boys. 


Gippsland Falcons 


Strengths: The youthful enthusiasm of new 
coach, Stuart “Mad Cow” Munro, is certain to 
inject real beef into his Gippy Falcon cattle, 

‘Weaknesses: Crowd sizes at Falcons Park 
are largely governed by how many Italian 
weddings are scheduled in the region on match 
days. 

Four Diegos’ Tip: Mad Cow’s men are 
destined to endure a goalscoring drought and a 
glut of goals against this season, We say, a 
bottom half of the table finish for the gang from 
the little house on the Gippy prairie. 


Read Soccer Weekly next week for part 
two of the Diegos* Oz Soccer Preview. 
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Australian News 


RUSTY ROOS OFF 


TO SLOW 


Australia’s four new caps of Wehrman, Brad Maloney, Simon | 
Colosimo and Alvin Ceccoli all acquitted themselves well and | 


By Glenn Davis and. 
Soccer Weekly © 


hat-trick from Adelaide City striker Damian 

Mori helped the Socceroos to a 3-1 win against 

Fiji in their Oceania Nations Cup campaign at 

Suncorp Stadium on Friday night. The 

predatatory Mori took just two minutes to stamp 
his mark on the match, 

In front of an embarrassingly low crowd of 900, Mori got the 
Australians off to a good start, tapping in from close range after 
Fijian keeper Isekeli Sevanaia failed to hold a powerful left foot 
shot from Paul Trimboli. 


a 
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‘Mori (right), who was on song for most of the night, found the 
net for the second time in the 26th minute to head home a Goran 
Lozanovski corner touched on by skipper Alex Tobin. 

‘The Socceroos’ defence was threatened only once in the first 
half when Wolves midfielder Esala Masi struck a 25 metre shot 
which was tipped wide of the upright by Jason Petkovic. 

Australia had a chance to go three up five minutes from the 
break when midfielder Ernie Tapai (right) curled a left foot shot 
from 25 metres onto the crossbar — the ball fell into the path of 
Mori but under pressure, his usual finishing let him down. 

‘The Socceroos appeared to stroll through the opening half and 
Jooked like leading only 2-0 at the break when Mori pounced on 
the stroke of half time. 

‘The Fijians were subject to quality Socceroos passing when 
Trimboli laid off to Mori in a congested goal mouth giving the 
striker a simple shot in front of goal. 

Fiji’s goal came midway through the second half when Masi 
struck a long-range 30 metre drive which took a deflection off 
Soeceroo midfielder Kasey Wehman past Petkovic. 


SYDNEY UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB . 


Super Youth League Trials 


October 10, 1998 


CROATIA PARK 
Gipps Si, Werrington 
Off Werrington Rd 


U18s 9am, U14s 10.30am, U15s 12pm, U16s 1.30pm 
All players must attend half an hour prior to trials 


For more information contact 


John Jedinak 0418 865 357 


START 


would have pleased coach Raul Balanco in their first full senior 
internationals. 

‘Australia’s victory gives the Socceroos a 4-2 win/loss ratio 
against the Fijians, 


"The Socceroos last met Fiji at full international level ten years. | 


ago in a World Cup qualifier at Newcastle winning 5-1, 
overturning a shock 1-0 loss in the first leg in Fiji. 


Reedswain 
Australia 


LATEST 
Soccer coaching books, video and CD Roms. 
Holland, Brazil, Italy, Germany. 
Register with Reedswain for a 


FREE colour Brochure. 
Ring 


(02) 9584 2201 


CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE ON: 
www.reedswain.com.au 


By Glenn Davis and 
Soccer Weekly 


‘ew Zealand struggled against an 
organised and much improved 
Tahiti in the early match of the 
opening games of the Cup, The 

Kiwis eventually won 1-0. 
Tahiti, who played most of the match with 
just one striker, more than held their own in the 
first half with the only goal coming from an 


| own goal in the 13th minute. 


Tt happened when a perfectly timed cross 


from midfielder Aaran Lines saw South 
Melbourne striker Vaughan Coveny (right) 


| head down, 


Tahiti’s goalkeeper Pat Jacquemet did a fine 


job scrambling to save with his feet but 


unfortunately for the South Pacific Islanders 
the ball rebounded off defender Heimana 
Paama and trickled into the net. 

Jacquemet denied the Kiwis a second goal in 
the 25th minute deflecting a shot from Ivan 
Vicelich into the side nettin; 

‘The plucky keeper was again called on to 
save Tahiti in the 30th minute this time 
Stopping a 25-metre angled shot from Lines, 


A NATIONS CUP 


New Zealand, who appeared to have 
problems penetrating the tough Tahitian 
defence, again missed increasing their lead two. 
minutes after the interval when an overhead 
scissors kick by midfielder Chris Jackson was. 
cleared off the line. 

New Zealand's bad luck continued after half 
time when a shot from Coveny was blocked by 
the Tahitian keeper with the rebound 
ticocheting off a Tahiti defender over the 
crossbar, 

New Zealand’s win puts the All Whites on 
target to win their pool and the likelihood of 
meeting Australia if, as expected, it wins its 
group in the final on Sunday week. 

Tahiti substitute Bruno Beramelli who came 
on with seven minutes remaining, had an 
eventful start when he was booked by referee 
Simon Micallef within one minute after taking 
the field. 

He then contrived to miss an easy 
opportunity late in the game which would have 
given them a deserved point, 


a 
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Applications are invited from suitably qualified coaches for the 


1999 season to coach: 
Division Two State League 
ist Grade, Under 21, Under 18 
Division Two Youth League 
Under 13, Under 14, Under 15, Under 16 


Interested applicants should apply in writing no 
later than October 5, 1998 to: 
The Secretary 
Mt Pritchard Federation Soccer Club 
101 Meadows Road, 
MOUNT PRITCHARD NSW 2170 


ABSW: 


Australian News 


WELL-DONE TO CARLTON’S 
COLOSSUS COLOSIMO 


tar Carlton player Simon Colosimo 

played his first game for the 

Socceroos in against Fiji, in Brisbane 

on Friday night. Colosimo has been 
named in the starting eleven, which is a fan- 
tastic achievement for the 18 year old. The 
Socceros winning 3-1 was the icing on the 
cake for a player destined for huge things in 
the future, 

Carlton players Sean Douglas and Mark 
Atkinson were also starting for New Zealand in 
their match against Tahiti, 

Still on Carlton, and the inaugural Carlton 
Feeder Club Cup kicks of this weekend, with 
junior competitions all over Melbourne. 
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WORLD CUP HOSTS 
AUSTRALIA? 


successful Olympic tournament could give an 
Australian bid to host the World Cup soccer 
finals a big boost, national officials claimed 
Friday. 

“You can guarantee FIFA will be looking at this tourna- 
ment very carefully,” Queensland Olympic Football chair- 
man Ian Brusasco said. 

"If it's successful it will be a great opportunity and the 
precursor for Australia's World Cup bid." 

Sydney Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games 
official Trevor Dohnt added: "FIFA (was) disappointed 
with some aspects of Atlanta so they'll be watching us 
carefully to ensure it's successful." : 

The 2000 Olympic soccer tournament will be the only 
one of 28 Olympic sports played outside Sydney, with 
venues in Brisbane, Melbourne, Canberra and Adelaide, 
but with the final being played in Sydney's 1 10,000-capac- 


ity Olympic Stadium. 

Former Soccer Australia chairman David Hill said the 
organization was still very much in the running for mak- 
ing a bid for either the 2006 or 2010 World Cup. 

England, Germany and South Africa are the only coun- 
tries so far to have made official bids for the 2006 World 
Cup. 

Hill said historically every second World Cup was held 
in Europe while in South Africa's favor was the fact the 
tournament had never been staged in Africa, 

He said South Africa's organizers had pledged to sup- 
port Australia’s bid for 2010 if Australia backed their bid 
for 2006. 

But the South Africans could not guarantee that support 
if they failed in 2006. 

"There will be a World Cup in Aualia, it's just a matter 
of when," Hill added. 


BIRKALLA EAGLES 
SCOOPS THE POOL 


By Radio SRTI's Rob Pepicelli 


hat a year for Birkalla Eagles winning the 
1998 Grand Final 1-0 against the gallant 
Croydon Kings, Jamie Carreno being 
crowned player of the match, and last 


| Wednesday night. 


Juniors teams will compete in matches, with 


the two finalists to come to Optus Oval for the 
finals at the Carlton Family Day, Sunday 
October 4, Optus Oval 10am. The finals of the 
Feeder Cup, meet the players and watch their 
last practice match before the start of the sea 
son. 


For all those who have become members, | 


membership cards will be available next week. 
‘All members will receive a special invitation to 
attend a special Nike Store night on Tuesday 6 
October as a lead-up to the start of the Ericsson 


Cup. Carlton play Wollongong Wolves at home | 


in their first game. 


* SADDLE STITCHING 
* PERFECT BINDING 


5-43 CARNERS AVENUE, NSW 2204 (02) 9562 0500 ~ Fax (02) 9550 9532 


* NEWSPAPERS — MAGAZINES BOOKLETS — INSERTS — 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 

* WEBB OFFSET PRINTERS 

* GENERAL COMMERCIAL and COLOUR PRINTERS 

“TYPESETTING — TRANSLATIONS AVAILABLE 


* DISTRIBUTION — CIRCULATION AVAILABLE 


(0299562 0500 


At the South Australian Soccer Federation presentation 
they scooped the pool by taking out the coach of the year 
award won by Charlie Villani, Golden Boot award won by 
Jason Trimboli scoring 19 goals in the home and away series 
and Lachlan Campbell winning the prestigious Sergio Melta 
player of the year award, not forgetting Jamie Carreno win- 
ning the SRT! player of the year award — Birkalla have had 
ayear they certainly will not forget for a long time to come, 

One such person who has been with the club for an 
incredible 56 years, is currently the President of the club and 
played for Birkalla last time they won the Premiership 46 
years ago, has represented the State team, Australian squad 
and holds the record at Birkalla for scoring nine goals in one 
single senior match. 1 am talking about the great man him- 
self in Jack Smith, 1 took time out to discuss with Jack and 
reflect on what a season the West Torrens Birkalla Eagles 
have had. 

Rob: What was the feeling like to finally win the 
Premiership after a 46-year wait? 

Jack: It is difficult to describe the exact feeling after 
such a long time, but perhaps the strongest feeling was of 
relief of finally making it after a number of near misses. We 
have proven in the past that we can compete and win at top 
evel soccer here in South Australia. A sense of achievement 
and happiness not only for myself, but for a solid chore of 
members who have been loyal workers for periods of 20 to 
40 years. 

People whose efforts are all voluntary, and the only 
reward they seek being the success of the club. 

Rob: I know in the changerooms after the grand final 
win you were very emotional, what did you say to the 
boys? 

Jack: There was little to say as every one knew what the 
win had meant to us. I could only congratulate them and 
thank the boys for their efforts. It was probably more emo- 
tional for our secretary Peter Ross who had suffered a stroke 
two months ago, and is confined to a wheel chair. Tt was 
great to see him included in the medal presentations out on 
‘the ground. 

Rob; Your coach Charlie Villani has been a revelation 
to the club since joining two seasons ago, he seems to 


always get the best out of his players, what do you think 
his secret is? 

Jack: Charlie is different, we had nine applications for 
the coaching job, Charlie’s interview was the last, and with- 
in ten minutes the job was his (by a unanimous decision). He 
ives a sense of confidence to those around him, the players 
know that he has done everything he asks of them, although 
they may not like some of his decisions they know he is very 
loyal to them. 

His preparation for training and games is very thorough 
and he will not accept anything less than 100 per cent from 
all his players. 

Rob: Do you think Charlie is capable of coaching in 
the A League? 

Jack: He would be capable of coaching in the A League, 
perhaps a couple more Premierships with Birkalla would 
just give him that little extra bit of experience, 

Rob: Your club not only won the grand final, but also 
had Jason Trimboli winning the golden boot award, 
Lachlan Campbell the player of the league award and 
Charlie Villani the coach of the year award. How do you 
compare today’s’squad to the one that won the 
Premiership 46 years ago? 

Jack: The awards won by the players were significant, 
‘Added to those listed by you was Jamie Carreno’s Alex 
Hasting’s man of the match medal on grand final night. 
‘Another interesting point from the presentation night was 
that the Rab Jones medal, John Francis medal and Sergio 
Melta medal were all named after players who played for 
Birkalla. 

Rob: How many years have you been with the club 
and played for? 

Jack: I have been with Birkalla for 56 years, joining the 
club as a 13 year old from Plympton primary school. 

Rob: Is it true you were one of the first players to rep- 
resent Australia from South Australia? 

Jack: I was the first South Australian born player to be 
selected for an Australian side to tour overseas: 

Rob: Finally Jack you hold the record at Birkalla for 
scoring nine goals in a single senior match, a few of the 
old boys tell me that you wouldn’t pass the ball, what is 
your version of the story? 

Jack: Your information is totally incorrect, most of my 
football was played in midfield on the occasion you refer to 
Thelieve the opposition goalkeeper had a very Jong lunch at 
the local hotel!! 
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he new National League season 

approaches and one gets increasingly 

nervous. Mainly about Northern Spirit, 

this bold new venture, an attempt to 
forge success for a previous non-existent club, to 
build a castle out of nothing. I admit to being 
excited by it, as I was about the birth of the Perth 
Glory, of Carlton and even the now dust-bitten 
Collingwood Warriors. 

Collingwood is dead, having died on the backside 
thanks to a deceitful lack of belief by its Aussie 
Rules parents. Carlton remains, even though its suc- 
cess in terms of crowd appeal has been minimal, but 
one retains hope in John Elliot’s capacity for persis- 
tence, And of course the Glory are a roaring success. 

The worrying thing is that the Spirit do not have 
the essential ingredients of the 
Glory recipe: that is a one city, 
one club entity, galvanising the 
local population high on 
parochialism, They don’t even 
have the Collingwood and 
Carlton recipe, the chance to 
harness a massive existing AFL 
following by persuading them 
to follow their soccer team as 
well, In short the Spirit have a 
district, a ground, presumably a junior development 
program and adequate funds for immediate subsis- 
tence, 

But they, sadly, are not enough for immediate suc- 
cess, There is no name, no history, no tradition, no 
supporter base. They are things the Spirit has to 
build. For money, short-term, will not buy them. But 
money, long-term, can, Provided the Spirit doesn’t 
completely flop on the field, long-term faith by its 
investors can deliver the ultimate success the venture 
deserves, 

So the key is faith, the capacity to hang in and 
build and grow and, yes, spend until success comes. 
Those who hope that the Spirit will pack them in 
their opening season are believer in fairy tales. But 
the believers who are prepared to set long-term goals 
and stand by them will, in the end, be rewarded. 


Dre in sport, I once believed, belonged to 
sprinters, weightlifters and bearded female shot 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 
SOCCER CLUB 


All Correspondence to — 
PO Box 95, Rockdale NSW 2216 


INVITES COACHING 
APPLICATIONS 
FOR THE 1999 SEASON 


THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS 
1: SENIOR TEAMS 


First Grade, Under 21s, Under 18s 


2: YOUTH LEAGUE TEAMS FOR ALL GRADES 
Under 13s, Under 14s, Under 15s, Under 16s 


putters. Not to soccer players who, after all, won’t 
dribble better, trap the ball easier or shoot more accu- | 
rately with the aid of performance enhancing sub- | 
stances. Yet doping has insisted on entering this most | 
noble of sports Italian football, at the moment, is | 
embroiled in it, and issue triggered by AS Roma } 
coach Zdenek Zeman who has accused some promi- | 
nent players, among them Gianluca Vialli and | 
Allesandro Del Piero of building up their perfor- | 
mance capacities with some stuff called creatine. | 

The stuff is actually legal. It is a food supplement | 
which builds muscle strength, energy and endurance. | 
And it is not denied that many players at the top of } 
the professional game in Europe are taking it, | 

They are not taking it to enhance their technique. | 
But they are taking it to run faster, be stronger in the | 
challenge for the ball and | 
endure longer than their oppo- | 
nents in a game: all of which | 
are important in football. 

So I am changing my tune. | 
Drugs can in fact enhance per- | 
formance in football, even if 
they are not enough to guaran- | 
tee success. While technique 
and intelligence remain more 
important in football than in, 
say, athletics, it is also a fact that the modern game 
needs those qualities to be married with enormous 
physical ones, In today’s immensely competitive pro- | 
fessional world, players need not just to be fabulous- | 
ly skilful but they need to be immensely quick, 
strong and fit with it. A substance that enhances 
those qualities might just give some players the edge | 
over others. 


So the reality is that drugs are, in the least, endan- | - 


gering the world game because the temptation is 
there. And I would warn the authorities here that it is 
probably already happening in the NSL. And the 
suggestion has to be that creatine, if it isn’t already, | 
has to go on the list of banned substances and right | 


si 


Gladesville-Hornsby 


Football Association 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH 


Northern Spirit FC 


1999 Season TRIALS 


Held at 


Seo 
Christie Park 
Christie Rd, North Ryde 
(OFF M2 MOTORWAY) 
U/is 
Monday 12th, 19th, eon Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U) 


14s 


Tuesday 13th, 20th, 27th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 


U/12s 


Wednesday 14th, 21st, 28th Oct 6.00, 
U 


15s 


Thursday 15th, 22nd, 29th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
us 


16s 


Australian News 


INTERNATIONAL SOCCER 


aturday October 3 sees interna- 
tional soccer return to Sydney 
with the first of the Trans- 
Tasman Soccer challenge being 


| played at Marconi Stadium at 3.30pm. 


Many of Australia’s best players have 
represented Australia at schoolboy level, 
including current Socceroos Ned Zelic, 
Craig Moore, Ernie Tapai, Simon 
Colosimo and Tony Vidmar. 

The annual challenge sees the 
Australian Schoolboys play the New 
Zealand team alternatively at home and 
away. 

In 1996 New Zealand won the inaugural 
challenge after the two-matches ended in 
0-0 draws. Last year, at the beginning of 
the Aussies’ Five Nations tour of South 
America they won both matches played in 


| Auckland to bring the trophy home for the 


first time. 
New Zealand have a number of their 


| Under 17 side that beat Australia in the 


Oceania qualifiers for last year’s U17 
World Cup in Egypt. A number of the 
squad also have National League experi- 
ence in New Zealand. 

‘The Australian team was selected after 
the National Championships held in 
Brisbane in August. They will prepare for 
the two-test series with a three-day train- 
ing camp in Sydney. 

Full details of the two tests are : 

3.30pm Saturday 3 October 
at Marconi Stadium 
3.00pm Monday 5 October 
at St George Stadium, 

The Australian team is : 

1 Matthew Nash from Bomaderry High, 
NSW; 2 Greg Fuchs from Killara High, 
NSW; 3 Matthew Collina from Salesian 
College, Vic; 4 Patrick Kisnorbo from St 
Bernards College, Vic; 5 Steven 
Dimitrievski from Keira Technology 


8.00pm 


RETURNS TO SYDNEY 


High, NSW; 6 Shaun Molenda from 
Kelvin Grove, Qld; 7 Shane Gilroy from 
John Paul College, Qld; 8 Josh Christison 
from Black Friars Priory, SA; 9 Shane 
Pearce from Salisbury East High, SA; 10 
Chad Mansley from Whitebridge High, 
NSW; 11 Heath Gillett from St Edmunds 
Sollege, ACT; 12 Sam McMillan from 
Parafield Gardens High, SA; 14 Heath 
Timmins from Glendale Technology High, 
NSW; 15 John Hopkins from St 
Paulrbeazley@hotmails College, SA; 16 
Steven Nikolovksi from North Geelong, 
Vic; 18 Jonathon Lihou from Dripstone 
High, NT. 

Coach; Chris James (NSW); Assistant 
Coach: Ron Pratt (NSW); Team 
Manager: Alan Pradella (Qld); Physio: 
Richard Beazley (ACT). 

Everyone is invited to watch some of 
Australia’s future stars in action. 


Ned Zelic ... Former schoolboys player. 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES 


SOCCER CLUB 


1999 SEASON 
TRIALS 


Everley Park 


(Outside Melita Stadium). 
Everley Road, South Granville 
Under 13 — Monday 12, 19, 26 October 


Under 14 — Tuesday 13, 20, 27 October 
Under 15 — Wednesday 14, 21, 28 October 


Eedayar bi) eo Oe SOOKE HORT Under 16 — Thursday 15, 22, 29 October 


LEVEL 2 COACHING QUALIFICATION REQUIRED 
Post all written application to 
The Club Secretary 
PO Box 95 
Rockdale 2216 
OR 
FAX TO 9567 8631 
PHONE ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL JIM ON 


. 9567 2363 or 019 666 195 


Saturday 17th, 24th, 31st Oct 3.00, 5.00pm 
»* Please be punctual and have gear 
organised. 

* We are the most progressive Youth 
League club in NSW. 

* We can help take you to the top. 
For FurtHer enquiries SAB 


0416 012 899 


All sessions commencing at 6.00pm 


FOR INQUIRIES RING 


9645 4413 


AFTER 6PM 


‘24th Annual 
Geelong 
tournament 


By Roy Hay 


‘orth Geelong played host to the 24th annual 
Croatian Tournament at Elcho Park over the 
week-end, drawing well over a thousand people 
from as far afield as Wollongong, Sydney, 

Whyalla and Adelaide. 

North Geelong started well with wins over Zagreb Sydney 
and Croatia Werrington from New South Wales, In the 
quarter-final however it came up against Chelsea, just 
relegated from Division Three of the State League, and with 
a point to prove, So it turned out, as Chelsea won by a goal 
tonil. 

Richmond, in its all black strip, was the dark horse of the 
tournament, Winning against Croatia Sydney in its group 
match, and then accounting for St Albans Vukovar and St 
Albans A in the quarters and semis, Meanwhile St Albans B 
had come through the other half of the draw with wins 
against Zagreb Sydney and Chelsea in its quarter and semi- 
finals. 

The Grand Final was a superb match in perfect weather, 
and Richmond went off to a two-goal lead late in the first 
half through Jose Groba and John Jelacic. 

St Albans turned the game around in the second half as 
Slavko Rados scored twice and Marko Vidakovie once to put 
the reds in front, Steve Muretic equalised for Richmond and 
when St Albans had a player sent off it looked as if 
Richmond would take the title, but neither side could score 
in the remainder of normal or extra time, St Albans finally 
won the shoot-out by four goals to three, after one of the 
closest tournaments in years. 

Croatia Geelong beat Melbourne Croatia two-nil in the 
women’s match and Melbourne Knights beat Sydney United 
Zagreb by the same score in an exhibition match. 


SMYRNIS & COf 


Solicitors and Public Notary 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 
Club/Team? 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrnis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


Smyrnis & €o 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 

Tel: (02) 9552 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 

@ 1st Floor, 196 Stacey St, 
BANKSTOWN 

Tel: (02) 9793 8788 

Fax: (02) 9783 9033 


© ist Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 

Tel: (02) 9522 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 

@ ist Floor, 83 Bronte Rd, 
BONDI JUNCTION 

Tel: (02) 9388 0222 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 
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NNSW PLAYERS FOR 
NATIONAL TEAM 


hree players from Northern NSW have named in the 

Australian Women’s Soccer Association (AWSA) Youth 

Team to tour The Netherlands next month. Tracy Baker, 19 

of Cardiff South, Danielle Small, 19 of Wangi and Rachael 
Alley, 15 of Rathmines were named in the 16 
member squad. 

Small is currently studying Sports Science at the 
University of Mobile, Alabama (USA). 

Northern NSW Women’s Assistant 
Coach/Manager, Renaye Iserief has been named as 
Team Manager. 

‘T think the Federation has done very well with the 
Women’s program,” said Northern NSW Soccer 
Federation Manager of Coaching and Development, 
Ken Kaiser. 

‘This year we have won the Soccer NSW 
Women’s State League, first grade with our senior 
team and reserve grade with a very young academy side, and to top it off 
we finished third in the 16’s and 19’s at the National Titles, both very 
talented sides that come from girls developed through our member 
associations. 

‘T think it is a great achievement for the three players selected in the 
National Youth Team. 

‘All three are committed and talented athletes and all have their just 
rewards, 

“Danielle was always going to be one of the top players and it is a big 
‘commitment to leave your home and go overseas, to go into the college 
situation shows commitment and the desire to succeed at the highest 
level.” 

The Australian Youth Team departs on Thursday, October 22 for two 
warm up matches against Dutch Division One Clubs ahead of 2 full Youth 
Internationals on October 30 and November 1. 

The squad goes into camp, at the AIS in Canberra, on Sunday, October 
18. National Talent Identification Championships in Adelaide, September 
27 to October 2. The Northern NSW Soccer youth squads commenced 
their National Talent Identification Championship campaign on Sunday in 
Adelaide. 


NORTHERN NSW 15 YEARS 


Northern NSW 6 (John Majuroyski 9m, 72m, Tim Sheridan 17m, 
Craig Metcalfe 31m, Mitchell Johnson 62m, Jarrod Sullini 70m) beat SA 
2 


The 15s kicked away to a good start with a 6-2 win over South 
Australia. 

After nine minutes the goal feast had begun when John Majurovski 
scored the first of his two goals. 

Tim Sheridan followed in the 17th, Craig Metcalfe 
in the 31st minutes for a 3-1, South Australia 42nd 
minute, half-time lead. 

Mitchell Johnson (62nd), Jarrod Sullini (70th) and 
John Majuroyski (72nd) scoring for Northern NSW 
while South Australia took their second goal in the 
47th minute. 

15s squad: - Sai Hayes, Craig Metcalfe, Josh Miller, 
Tan MoGregor, Aaron Nugent and Tim Sheridan from 
Soccer Far North Coast; Dayne McBride and Peter 
Wood from Hunter Valley; Matt Andrews and Adam 
Thomas from New England; Lee Dayellaar, John 
Majuroyski, Ty Martin and Joel Grennell [C] from 
N’cle/Port Stephens; Mitchell Johnson [VC] and Jarrod 
Sullini from Macquarie. 

Trevor Morris (Manager), Bruce Tracey (Coach) 


NORTHERN NSW 14 YEARS 


South Australia 2 beat Northern NSW 1 (Patrick Hillier 28m) 


Northern NSW were beaten 2-1 by an enthusiastic South Australia on 
day one of the week Jong tournament. 

South Australia had forged to a 2-0 lead after 20 minutes but Northern 
pegged them back to 2-1 eight minutes later when Patrick Hillier found 
the back of the net. 

South Australia should have been 3-1 in the middle of the second half 
but for Mitchell O’Brien saving a penalty. 

The Northern NSW team worked hard but were unable to close the gap 
in the closing stages of the hard fought match, 

14s squad: - Nash Catchlove [VC], Scott Coster and Jed Wright from 
Soccer Far North Coast; Peter Falla and Bvan Williams from Holiday 
Coast; Mitchell Brown{C], and Patrick Hillier from Oxley; Michael 
Clarke from Manning; Daniel Ashton from N’cle/Port Stephens, Josh 
Mitchell and Craig McGrath from Macquarie; Joshua Castillo, Thomas 
Libbesson, Peter McPherson, Todd Mulville and Mitchell O’Brien from 
Newcastle Breakers. 

Mark Ambler (Manager), John Kaiser (Coach) 


_ NORTH SHORE LOCALS 
MAKING GOOD IN ENGLAND 


|wo friends from Mount Colah, on Sydney’s upper North Shore, have 

{just started an adventure which many up and coming, fellow 

‘Australian soccer players aspire to. The former Asquith Boys High 

School students and school soccer team members have travelled 
together to England and have both managed to secure places at the Doc 
Martens Southern League club Sittingbourne, after arriving in Kent in mid- 
summer, 

Justin Maddock, a striker with Mout Colah and a midfielder both with the Kur- 
ring-gai District, where he was a rep player from Under 11 to Under 16, and at 
Sittingbourne, accompanied his goalkeeping pal Tim Butler whose main mission 
was to play cricket in the UK. 

Maddock had not been a cricketer, but was roped in to join Butler in playing 
club cricket at the tail end of the English season. Butler, whose sister younger 
Sally has played for the NSW women’s team, has secured a spot with a higher 
grade cricket team for 1999, but has also become Sittingbourne’ third choice 
keeper after only'a few weeks at the club. 

‘The 21 year old Maddock celebrated that Jandmark some weeks after leaving 
home, but not without first receiving a birthday send off and a generous helping of 
funds from his supportive parents. 

‘Young Justin is now earning his living over there as a groundsman and Tim has 
turned his hand to landscaping, while playing at the semi-professional 
Sittingbourne, a club some 30 miles out of London on the famous old Roman 
main road, Watling Street or the A2, which goes later passes through Canterbury 
‘on its way to Dover. 


While Butler is biding his time as a glove and cap man, Maddock has been 
performing well in the reserves and hopes to break through into the senior side 
soon, after winning praise from his manager. 

With Sitingbourne through to the next round of the F A Cup who knows, these 
boys could one day play in the famous cup and even meet football league 
opposition where they might attract scouts from the bigger clubs. 

Meanwhile, they are enjoying their time in Kent, though a little homesick and 
they clearly have lot to look forward to as they advance their sporting careers in 
the garden of England, 

Tt may also be worth noting that Justin has a younger brother, Hayen, who is 
still playing for Mount Colah and who might well be worth looking at too for the 
future. 


Ne featuring in non league soccer in England is former Adamstown Rosebud 
player Jon Brady who has been with highly ambitious Football Conference 
club Rushden and Diamonds for the past two seasons. A regular in their side now, 
having previously played with both Brentford and Swansea, Brady could help the 
club achieve its goal of football league football within only a few seasons of being 
formed. 

Jon was a member of the former national youth league side Adamstown Colts, 
coached by his father David Brady some seasons ago now and has been playing in 
Britain for a number of years. He could be back in the 3rd Division by next year if 
Rushden’s push is successful and with the immense backing of the town’s Doc 
Martens footwear owner it is expected that they will go close to meeting theit 
objectives. 
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DI LOSA STRIKES AGAIN 


cach Miron Bleiberg proved yet again he was 

one of Queensland’s most successful coaches by 

guiding Brisbane Lions to a 1-0 win over 

Rochedale Rovers in the XXXX league grand 
final at Perry Park on Saturday night, 

A late goal by striker Greg Di Losa six minutes from 
normal time gave Bleiberg his third grand final trophy in five 
years since he began coaching in the XXXX league in 1994, 

Bleiberg, who was replaced by Bruce Stowell when the 
Brisbane Strikers were born out of the defunct Brisbane 
United, made his first impact on the local league winning the 
premiership-grand final double with North Star in 1994. 

Two years later he completed the same double after 
joining forces at Brisbane Lions and after missing out last 
year returned Brisbane Lions as grand final winners this 
year. 

Brisbane Lions now have the added prospect of winning 
nae silverware if they win next month's Queensland Cup 

inal. 

Lions had an arm wrestle for most of the grand final 
against Rochedale with the game see-sawing throughout a 
fierce 90 minutes. 

‘The match looked certain to go into sudden death extra 
time when Di Losa, who tormented Rochedale with his pace 
and punishing runs up front, finally found the net. 

Di Losa’s match winner was set up perfectly by veteran 
Frank Mengotti who delicately angled a pass in behind 
Rochedale’s defence enabling Di Losa to slot home past 
keeper Elvis Guzic from an acute angle. 

Rochedale were missing several key players with the . 
Suspensions of striker Clayton Koch and midfielder Michael 
Legg while fellow striker Glen Kolpak missed the latter part 
of the season after signing with Brisbane Strikers. 

Rochedale were also without midfielder Esala Masi who 


Was called up for Oceania Nations Cup duties for his native 
Fiji, keeper Guzic dislocated a finger at training two days 
before the final while midfielder Alun Evans required a pain 
killing injection before the match for a torn buttock muscle. 

To make matters worse for Rochedale coach Peter 
Bannon, central defender Michael Lane limped off with an 
ankle injury after only 30 minutes. 

“T'm proud we got here considering all the problems 
we've had,” Bannon said. 

“Tt was probably our worst performance all year although 
at times we showed glimpse of what we could do.” 

One of those glimpses occurred after only eight minutes 
when a Brad Ditton shot from 30 metres was deflected onto 
the upright by Lions’ keeper Jason Lucas. 

Lions’ could have opened their account four minutes from 
halftime had Mengotti not missed a sitter with only Guzic to 
beat after receiving a perfectly timed cutback following a 
breakaway run down the right flank by Steve Starr. 

Guzic was called on again nine minutes after the interval 
to keep the scoresheet blank, this time parrying a close range 
shot from striker Warren Allen, who Bleiberg used from the 
outset instead of from the bench. 

Bleiberg rated the grand final as very even, but he 
believed Brisbane Lions deserved victory. 

“Tt wasn't unjust that we won,” he said. 

“It was very even but we were slightly the better on the 
night. 

Bleiberg, whose future at Brisbane Lions remains clouded 
despite the victory, said there was no nervousness from his 
side before the match, pointing to the experience of sweeper 
Steve Jackson, Mengotti and midfielder Darren Hillier. 

For Jackson, the grand final capped a brilliant week, after 
he won the Clem Jones Gold medal award for the State's 
best and fairest player the previous Monday. 


SPIRIT BREAK 


orthern Spirit added courage to its growing 

repertoire, coming from behind to defeat 

Newcastle Breakers 2-1 in a National League 

trial match at Macquarie Field, Newcastle on 
Saturday night. 

‘The Spirit went behind in the first stanza but second 
half goals to Ian Crook and Clayton Zane kept the side's 
unbeaten record intact, 

With just one remaining match against Wollongong 
‘Wolves before the Ericsson Cup starts, Northern Spirit has 
won all nine trial matches, without a draw or loss, 

That record looked like coming to an end midway 
through the first half when midfielder Nick Purdue up- 
ended Newcastle striker John Buonavoglia in the penalty 
box. 


- 


Kresimir Marusic ... helped Spirit to their 
second goal. 


NEWCASTLE 


Northern Spirit goalkeeper John Perosh saved the 
ensuing penalty but he could only get a hand to the 
rebound which put the home side ahead 1-0. 

Despite falling behind against the run of play, the Spirit 
continued to dominate possession and had an opportunity 


to square the ledger in the 30th minute when Daniel | 


‘Watkins was brought down in the penalty box. 

Former Newcastle striker, Zane, stepped up for the spot 
kick but his low shot was well saved and the ball 
scrambled free. 

At half-time, coach Graham Amold, still out injured 
with a calf strain, stressed to his players to remain patient 
and pounce on any opportunities which presented 
themselves. 

Former Tottenham star Ian Crook promptly opened the 
scoring, although it was far from a golden opportunity. 

Crook, who had scored the winning goal against 


JACKSON'S 
DOUBLE TRIUMPH 


| ‘teran Brisbane Lions defender Steve 
| Jackson became only the second 
| player in Queensland soccer history to 


win back to back Clem Jones Gold 


| Medal awards last week. 


Jackson, 34, equalled the feat of former 


Queensland representative Ken Swan who won his . 
first gold medal, formerly Rothman's Gold Medal, : 


| playing for Capricornia in the State League in 
1982. 


Swan backed up to win the gold medal the 


following year while playing for Grange Thistle. 


| Former national league great Frank Pimblett is 
| the only other player to win soecer’s gold medal 
| 


twice in 1990 and 1992. 


Jackson polled strongly in votes throughout the 
| season finishing with 27 points, two point ahead of 
former Kiwi international Alun Evans of 


Wynnum’s Ben Wood finished third on 23 
| points, two points clear of Ipswich and former 


| 
| 
| Rochedale. 
| 
| state striker Peter Vogler on 21 points. 
| 


Brisbane City striker Chris Slater, who was 
easily the XXX league’s leading goal scorer and : 
| early favourite for the Clem Jones medal, polled 


| 20 pornts to finish fifth one ahead of Taringa 


defender Dmitri Theochari. 


Jackson had a long and distinguished career in 
the national league playing for Brisbane Lions in 
the mid-80’s before moving to Victoria where he: 


played several seasons for Preston. 


| _ He returned home a few seasons ago to rejoin 


Brisbane Strikers in the national league before 
linking again with his original club Brisbane Lions 


in the XXXX league. 


Eastern Suburbs the previous week, latched onto a drive | 


from 30m which dipped, swerved and hammered into the 
top of the net. 

It was an outstanding strike from the sweeper and gives 
the side some added strikepower from the backline. 

Soon after, Zane redeemed himself with a neatly taken 
goal that turned out to be the match winner, 


Some slick lead up work by midfield playermaker | 


Kresimir Marusic saw the ball land at Zane’s feet and the 
striker slotted the ball home from close range to give 
Northern Spirit a 2-1 victory. 

After the match, Amold was impressed with the way 
his charges managed to control possession and dominated 
for long periods, 

“We kept the ball very well and made them chase all 
day,” Amold said. “By keeping the ball we made them to 
do all the running and our fitness gave us the edge in the 
final 25 minutes. 


“We now only have one more trial before the seasons | 


tarts and although we are not setting the world on fire we 
are progressing well.” 

‘Another pleasing aspect of the victory was the form of 
utility player Luke Casserly, 

The former Marconi stalwart came to the club as an 
attacking wingback but he played as a central defender on 
Saturday night and formed a solid combination with Mark 
Rudan. 

He has now played midfield, sweeper and central 
defence in the last two weeks and been outstanding in all 
three positions. 

His versatility adds to the permutations, which Amold 
must sift through before selected his side for the first 
match of the season against Sydney Olympic at North 
Sydney Oval on October 9. 


[ The XVSydney — 
Soccer World Cup 
1998 


Results First Round 
Saturday 26 — Lidcombe 
Oval, Auburn 


12.30pm Over 35 y.0. 
Group 8 South Africa 2 — Uruguay 2 
2pm All Ages 
Group 3 Greece 5 — Italy 3 
4pm AA 
Group 3 Uruguay 1 — East Timor 2 
7.00pm AA 
Group 1 Chile 2—Israel1 


Sunday 27 — Lidcombe Oval, 
Auburn 


10am AA 
Group 4 Malta 1 — England 4 
12pm AA 
Group 2 Lebanon 0 Argentina 1 
2pm 
Group 4 Egypt 0— Macedonia 3 
4pm AA 
Group 2 Assyria 6 — Afghanistan 0 
AA 


m 
Group 4 Portugal 2— Turkey 0 


Steve Jackson ... made history last week. 


WHITE EAGLES 
BONNYRIGG 
SPORTS CLUB LTD 


P.O. Box 226 Cabramatta 2166 
NSW Australia 


BONNYRIGG 


WHITE EAGLES SC 


STATE SUPER LEAGUE 
REQUIRES COACHES FOR 


1999 SEASON 


OU/18, U/21 
Youth League Coaches: 
QU/13, U/14, U/15, U/16 
Q Youth League Co-Ordinator 
Interested and suitable applicants should apply in 
writing no later than 19 October, 1998. 
Address all applications to the 
Secretary Jack Cirjanic 
PO Box 226 
Cabramatta 2166 
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GLORIOUS 
GLORY 


By Richard Kreider 
erth Glory’s pre-season promotion 
crusade concluded in the northern 
town of Geralton last Sunday, with a 
gritty 2-1 win over last season’s 
Ericsson Cup finalists Carlton, 

More than 1,500 people turned up at the 
Recreation Ground in warm conditions to 
watch a highly spirited encounter between two 
teams that were not at full strength because of 
either injury or international duty. 

Glory’s back-line nucleus of New Zealand 
defenders Gavin Wilkinson and Danny Hay 
and Socceroo Robert Trajkovski were all away 
participating in the Oceania Nations 
Tournament. Their replacements however, 
former Glory star Craig Naven and local Boza 
Erakovic battled solidly to shut out the lethal 
play-makers Andrew Vlahos, Vince Grella, 
‘Andrew Marth and David Cervinski. “This was 
a much better game than last week's win 
against Canberra Cosmos” said Glory coach 
Bernd Stange. “Everybody gave 100%, 
especially Craig and Boza, although we still 
have to learn how to kill a team off when you 
are 2-] in front”. 

Glory goalkeeper Danny Milosevic was the 
first of four Perth players to collect what ended 
up being seven yellow cards handed out by 
referee Patrick McCaffrey, when he punched a 
dangerous ball away from outside of his goal 
area in the 5th minute. Cervinski headed the 
resultant free-kick just past the far upright. 
When Vas Kalogeracos missed a sitter in the 
14th minute, Carlton replied by opening the 
scoring seven minutes later through Alex 
Moriera although there was a suggestion of the 
forward being off-side when he received the 


By Aidan Ormond 


delaide City will play Marconi this 

Saturday night in a pre-season 

hitout before the start of the 

national league the following 
weekend. 

For the Zebras’ coach, Zoran Matic,this will 
be a homecoming of sorts given that he 
coached Marconi to an ultimately successful 
season last year, one in which they went within 
a whisker of making the Grand Final. 

Despite his stern public persona, Zoran 
Matic is in fact a jovial character who enjoys a 
full life back in Adelaide, He rises for work at 
5am and sometimes does not get home till 
midnight (he combines his coaching capacity at 
City with a successful building business based 
in Adelaide). He still, however, maintains his 
fire for the challenge ahead: a challenge he 
describes as “having the pressure of making the 
top six, something the fans have come to 
expect from us.” 

When Adelaide City are described as 
wonderful by this reporter he laughs loudly and 
disputes the claim in a his typically understated 
way. 
“Well we just have to do our best, you can’t 
ask for more than that. I think we have the 
talented youngsters that can take the club to 
success in the next ten years, and anyway, I 
think they provide a breath of fresh air around 
the club. You just have to be lucky and spot 
them.” 

Matic metaphor number one: “You have to 
be like a police sniffer dog!” (Referring to 
finding the best South Australian youngsters 
for the NSL). 

Speaking of talent scouts, Adelaide City are 
continuing their bootroom policy, which 
impresses Matic. 


MATIC’S METAPHORIC RE 


ball, 
Glory drew level in the 29th minute with a 
John Markovski penalty after Kalogeracos was 


bundled over by Cervinski. “Jonesy” in fact, | 


played a powerhouse role in the Perth forward 
line and is certain to become one of the 


favourites of “The Hill’ when the new season | 
gets under way. Midfielder John Carbone came | 


petilously close to putting Glory ahead just one 


minute after the equaliser, but his shot grazed | 


the wrong side of the far post. 


‘The second-half was only four minutes old_| 
when Paul Strudwick split the Carlton defence 


to put Kalogeracos goalbound. The pacy striker 
managed to direct the ball into the back of the 
net despite the close attention of David Della 


Rocca. Carlton's efforts to get back into the | 


contest proved impotent owing to the defiant 
mood of skipper Gareth and Craig Naven in 
defence, and the midfield intensity of substitute 
Michael Garcia who kept the dangerous Marco 
Bresciano quiet since coming on after the 
interval. 

With two victories now under their belt, all 
is in readiness for Glory’s clash against the 
Western Australian state side next week. WA 
are coached by former Glory boss Gary 
Marocchi. 

Perth Glory: D Milosevic (A Franken 46), J 
Afkos, } Carbone (M Garcia 46), G Naven, B 
Erakovic, C Naven, P Strudwick (C Boutsianis 
73), V Trpcevski (S Miller 46), V Kalogeracos, 
B Despotovski, J Markovski. 

Carlton SC: A Cagalj, M Stergiopoulos, A 
Marth, M Bresciano, A Moriera, V Grella, A 
Josifovski (A Stojevski 46), D Cervinski (S Pir 
56), C Pino, A Viahos, D Della Rocca. Referee: 
Pat McCaffrey. 


TURN 


“The likes of Joe Mullen, Steve Maxwell, 
Sergio Melta and Neville Flounders are all ex- 
City players who are now coaching in house 
and this provides us again with a base to draw 
‘on for our future coaches.” 

Speaking of which, the future of the great 
Milan (Ivanovic) nevertheless is still up in the 
air (he is suffering from an achilles injury), and 
as Matic freely admits, “the defence is getting a 
little old, but we do have Angelo Costanzo, yet 
we have to play (Angelo) him where the team 
needs him most.” 


eee / 

This interview was conducted on the 
weekend that Adelaide went AFL mad, given 
their Crows won the Grand Final, something 
even Matic is excited by (“back-to-back is 
impressive”), yet amidst all this the Adelaide 
City coach believes that a Grand Final in 
‘Adelaide at Football Park would be a sellout 
should the Zebras be there next May. 

Matic Metaphor number two: “You can’t 
make a horse out of a donkey”. The relevance 
escaped me as the interstate line went dead, 
Perhaps next time? 

Adelaide City play Marconi at 6pm on 
Saturday night at Marconi stadium, this follows 
the very attractive fixture of Australia versus 
New Zealand in the Trans Tasman Cup 
Challenge in Schoolboys Soccer. 


O 


TH 


By Rebecca Stanion 


e’s cool, calm, and collected not to mention 

fast, strong, and agile, It’s these qualities along 

with his lethal right foot that make 19 year old 

Brett Emerton one of Australia’s most wanted 
soccer players nationally, and internationally. 

Emerton has had many tough decisions to make in his 
soccer career. There have been opportunities both 
‘overseas and nationally, but just recently being selected to 
captain the Olyroo team at the Sydney 2000 Olympic 
games has kept him playing in Australia. 

“To be named captain is a great honour and hopefully I'l 
continue to captain the side until the year 2000, no matter 
what happens I've got to keep performing to stay in the 
team, because it’s still a long way to go,” said Emerton. 

Emerton was approached by two English clubs, 
Blackburn Rovers and Crystal Palace and recently 
Bordeaux wanted him to trial with them. Although Emerton 
wasn't short of overseas offers he thought carefully about 
his future and with advice from family, friends and 
coaches he eventually chose to continue playing in 
Australia for another two years. 

“Of course you worry about making the right decisions in 
your career, some people told me to stay others said to go, 
| was quite confused but hopefully in the end if you're good 
enough you'll make it,” said Emerton. 

“Brett should be definitely playing overseas he was 
stupid to stay,” said Oscar Gonzalez part of the NSW 
Soccer Federation coaching staff. 

Although it's been Emerton's lifetime dream to one day 
play overseas and ultimately Manchester United, his 
favourite club, it's only been his loyal nature that has kept 
him in Australia for so long. 

At the age of 15 he was chose with well-known, 
international soccer star, Harry Kewell, for a soccer 


| scholarship in England with Leeds. 


‘After the scholarship ended the boys were given the 
opportunity to stay and play overseas, instead 
Emerton opted to come home, while Kewell chose to stay. 

“Brett came through the same squad as Harry Kewell, 
he and Harry were on par with similar techniques. Brett's 
just as quick and there's no reason why he can’t achieve 
the same level as Harry,” said Gonzalez. 

“!'m still young and I've got a lot to learn and | think | can 
still improve here in Australia, plus | wanted to establish 
myself as one of the best players at home before | left to 
go overseas,” added the Sydney Olympic star. 

The captaincy has not altered Emerton's relaxed 
personality, instead it’s just an extra challenge that 
Tequires more responsibility. Emerton said his performance 
will still be a 100 per cent whether he’s wearing the 
captain's arm band or not. Ha likes to think the level of 
communication is throughout the whole team, with 11 


_ captains on the field not just himself. 


He is definitely not far from becoming one of the best 
players in Australia. At the 1998 Ericsson Cup Award night 
in Melbourne he won the Under 21 player of the year and 
was voted third for the open age player of the year, and 
earlier, he also won the SBS TV play of the year. 

“Brett's a good choice for the Olyroos captain because 
during the three matches against Brazil and during the 
Ericsson Cup he showed great maturity, he's definitely the 
best player in Australia,” said David Lee, former director of 
the NSW Soccer Academy and one of Emerton’s most 
influential coaches. 

Emerton would not be classed as a dirty player in the 
‘soccer world, as he's only been sent off once in his entire 
career. According to Bradley Maloney, former 1992 
Barcelona Olympic player and present Captain of Marconi 
and new Socceroo, Emerton’s always been well respected 
by his coaches, team mates, and opposition for not only 
his skills, techniques, and commitment but also for his 
professional attitude. 

“His natural speed and agility enables him to effectively 
take on opposition players, he definitely has the potential 
to play overseas, he shows maturity beyond his years,” 
said Maloney. 

Emefton’s life has not always been strictly soccer, in his 
younger years he represented New South Wales in 
swimming and athletics, but at the age of 11, six years 
alter beginning his soccer career he was snapped up and 


» BALL 


ITH BRETT ... 


Brett Emerton ... Captain Olyroo and 
Sydney Olympic star. 


labelled a kid with talent. 

“| first saw Brett play when he was 11 and | noticed his 
potential straight away, especially because of his speed 
and the way he could put a goal away,” said Lee. 

After being approached and signed by Sydney Olympic, 
a at the age of 17, Emerton soon went full-time. Training 
four times a week and doing extra sessions on his own 
helps him perfect the skills required to play his preferred 
position, right midfield. 

“| suit right midfielder because speed, endurance and. 
strength are a good aspect of my game, | just use my extra 
training sessions to work on my ball skills and control, and 
occasionally | go for a run,” he said. 

Emerton has represented both NSW and Australia in 
eight representative teams, including the Socceroos. He 
was also selected to stay at the Australian Institute of Sport 
in Canberra at the young age of 15, where he was able to 
dedicate time to soccer and school, completing his HSC in 
1996. 

“{ was quite good at school although | didn't get the mark 
| hoped for, | still got a respectable mark so if soccer didn't 
turn out | could always fall back on my schooling. It was 
hard to juggle the both but if your dedicated enough you 
can do anything,” said the affable wingback, 

Emerton’s parents have never thought his soccer career 
has caused them to make sacrifices, they don’t even count 
the many hours spent driving him to and from training, 
Instead they put it down to love and just being proud, they 
don't consider support as a sacrifice and according to 
Emerton he wouldn't be where he is today without them, 

“1 wouldn't call it sacrifice you do it because you want te 
do it,” said Mrs Lyn Emerton. 

Her son hates to think of himself as anything other thar 
‘a normal 19 year old, let alone a star. He dislikes wher 
people get the wrong impression and are quick to judge 
someone they don't even know. 

*No matter what you're like people are always going t 
get that bit.of jealousy and say you're a head swell, yol 
just have to learn to ignore that,” ‘said Emerton, 
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When I growupI want SYDNEY UTD WIN 


to be a rock star... 


By A.D. Akratos 


ex they say is the spice of life, It’s used in 

advertising, it’s used in music videos, it’s used 

in relationships - in fact, sex is what makes 

the world go round (and here you thought it 
was gravity and other scientific mumbo-jumbo stiff). 
So when I grow up I want to be a rock star. 

But do I really? In my younger years I was part of the 
head banging tribe with my own personal air guitar but I 
‘was quickly disillusioned from a career in music when I 
realized two things: | had no musical talent whatsoever 
and girls had absolutely no interest in me, Faced with 
the prospect of a career with no cash and no groupies I 
decided to a football star (i.e. league/union/soccer). 

Being big and bold I enjoyed some success in league 
and union as amateur but I can summarise the highlights 
of my soccer career by two goals. The first was a 40 
metre ‘Beckham-style’ shot when I was in Year 4 


against Ms Strickland’s class, and the other was a spec 
effort as a-comner came in and using my gut I pushed the 
ball past the despairing dive of Anthony Milani at 


VIDEO comP WINNERS 
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Bexley Park. With these two memorable match winning 
efforts I brought down the curtain on a spectacularly 
unimpressive soccer career, 

However, as I am now a spectacularly informed and 
witty soccer scribe (well I can dream can’t I?) I look 
about me and am amazed at the progress that soccer has 
made worldwide. Gone are the fish'n’ chip days of the 
70's when ‘Big League Soccer’ and ‘Match of the Day’ 
dominated our screens. These are the 90s and 
sophistication in the game’s image is matched only by 
the mega bucks on offer to players. 

T remember the days when rising stars like Johnny 
Kosmina went to Europe for a chance. Being Greek by 
extraction I followed closely the moyes of fellow 


Sydney Greek boys Jimmy Patikas, Chris Kalartzis, 
Peter Katholos et al as they made their way into the 
professional elite in Greece. Barely 10 years later and 
there are hundreds of Aussie boys playing abroad and 
for good bucks too, 


And why not? If David Beckham can team up with | 
Posh Spice why not the rest of us too? Bigger the music | 


business, biggeer the soccer fields where the action is, 


Premierships etc. - the money rolls in and as the Latins 
used to say 
which means: party on dudes. 

So with the Ruud Gullit & Sex/Soccer being the 
NEXT BIG THING it's time for old players to come 
back and make a squillion or two before retiring again. 
And there might even be a million in it for me. Maybe 
as a sycophant or hanger-on. Or perhaps I can be the 
entourage? 

Naaahhhh, I got to much class, I’ll just train hard and 
start playing again .., and transfer overseas ... multi- 
million send contract ... girls ...??? sent home in 
disgrace. 

Motto kiddies: Better to burn out than fade away. 
Just do it. Later ... 


| 
| 
| 


/hen in Rome, do as the Romans do” | 


| second yellow card, this time booked for dissent 


CHARITY GAME 


By John Economos 


rebuilt Sydney defeated Marconi 2-4 in 

the inaugural ‘Peter Forsyth and David 

Carty Memorial Cup’ last Saturday night 

in an action-packed game at the Marconi 
Stadium. 

This match was arranged as an exhibition game to 
assist in raising funds in memory of the two policemen 
so tragically killed in separate incidents earlier this year 
whilst serving duty in the NSW Force. 

‘An ‘own goal’ plus three others coming from 
intelligent set pieces proved all too much for a young 
Marconi to handle. 

United’s player-coach David Mitchell, for the second 
year running during-the off season has had to 
completely rebuild a new team, having lost five key 
players in the transfer market at the end of last season. 

This goodwill match however was unfortunately 
marred six minutes from the end as Marconi’s young 
central marker Buddy Farrah was stretchered off with a 
suspected broken fibula following an irresponsible and 
very late tackle from a United defender who went over 
the ball. 

‘The guilty United defender shattered Farrah’s shin- 
guard and was very fortunate not to have been sent off. 
Referee Matthew Breeze had failed to clearly witness 
the viciousness and severity which ignited the tempers 
of all the Marconi players who raced into a melee. 

Suffering agonising pain, Farrah was immediately 
rushed off to Fairfield Hospital where X-rays thankfully 
showed up there was no break, just severe bruising. 

An angered Marconi’s coach Frank Farina was 
furious following this ugly incident, stating: “Not only 


European Super Leagues, Champions Leagues, | was this an exhibition game, but such a late tackle has 


no place in Soccer at all, no matter what the level of the 
game is. The United player should have immediately 
been sent-off and severely punished for such nasty, 
violent play.” 

Marconi fell behind five minutes from halftime when 
their magnificent South Korean World Cup player Pan 
Keun Kim headed into his own net a 20 metre drive 
from United's defender Jacob Bums, 

However Marconi’s ball-playing midfielder Vlado 
Zoric ‘balanced the books’ right on halftime, driving 
into the target from the left a Brendan Renaud through- 
ball. 


Two minutes after the break United regained their 
lead following a free-kick from the edge of the box and 
scored by central midfielder Dominic Usalj. 

Within sixty seconds after this goal, halftime 
substitute Joel Griffiths headed in a Usalj free kick for 
United’s third goal. 

Kim, in the 69ch minute made amends for conceding 
his 40th minute ‘own goal’ as he belted into the 
net Marconi’s second goal from an angle on the 
right after a good build up from Zoric and 
substitute Mauro Van Cylenberg. 

Two minutes from the end Marconi lost their 
second central marker, the fiery Daniel Ucchino, 
but not through injury, Ucchino was sent off for a 


following a foul on United's Griffiths near the 
Marconi byline. 

Almost on fulltime United rattled in their 
fourth and final goal to cement the Memorial Cup 
for them when striker Mile Sterjovski nailed the 
net with a cracking header following another 
United free kick. 

Marconi almost had a third goal when athletic 
striker Francis Awaritefe galloped on the right. 
Awaritefe fired a flat square ball to the left for 
Renaud, but the latter's first timed drive was 
magnificently cleared by Velimir Kupresak. 
Best for United were courageous goalkeeper 

‘Andrew Crews, young striker Mile 

Sterjovski and Kupresak, whilst Marconi’s 
‘best were central defender Farrah, striker_ 
Awaritefe and left wingback Renaud. 

Marconi boss, Frank Farina, forced to select a 
‘very young team minus tight of his regulars, out 
through national duty or injuries, reflected: “All 
of United’s goals came from set pieces plus a 


deflection, and we had to push forward all the time. 
However my boys did well, even though we went to 
sleep five minutes after the break, We created chances 
that we didn’t put away, but United were solid and they 
will again be competitive despite them having lost so 
‘many players from last season.” 

United’s player-coach, David Mitchell, stated: “It 
was a real good test for us and we needed that blow out. 
Although it was a friendly and you can’t take it too 
seriously, it is always very nice to score plenty of goals 
and even win, But 1 am fully aware that Marconi had 
many of their top players missing through injuries and 
with the Australian team in Brisbane,’ 


MARCONI: Covic, Ucchino, Kim, Farrah 
(Tomasevic 84th): Invincible (Van Cylenberg 59th), 
Care, Gibson, Zoric, Renaud; Awaritefe, Bruni 


~ (Tomich 59th). 


SYDNEY UNITED: Crews, Barrett (Santolab 
78th), Kupresak, Plesa, Vrkic, Burns; Bennett 
(Anjevski 79th), Usalj (Falzon 58th), Caletta 
(Townsend 58th): Mitchell (Griffiths 46th), 
Sterjovski. 

Red Card: Ucchino 88thm. 

Scorers: Marconi 2-, Zoric 45th, Kim 69th, 
Sydney United- 4, Kim (40th 0.g.), Usalj 47th, 
Griffith 48th, Sterjovski 89th. 


n other news and Aidan Ormond reports that 

Newcastle Breakers have Scottish defender Robert 
Shannon on a trial. 

‘The 32 year old defender can be seen in action this 
Saturday when the Breakers play Sydney Olympic, He 
will be training all week with the Newcastle side, 

Shannon made 250 appearances for Dundee (85-92), 
and has also played for Dunfermline, Motherwell, 
Dundee Utd and was last with Hibs, 

He has seven Scottish U/21 caps and five caps for 
Scotland U/18s. 

Breakers’ media liason, Shane Johnston, says the 
Scottish player has family in Penrith in Sydney's west, 
and through this connection he arranged to trial with the 
club, 

“He arrived this morning and he has been in 
Newustle just a few hours after missing his connecting 
flight from Sydney. He will probably sleep today 
(Monday) and train Tuesday through till the end of the 
week, and then we play Sydney Olympic at Macquarie 
Fields, 

“After that we will have a good chance to assess his 
situation.” 

Olympic may possibly have Carlos Gonzales in their 
line-up for this game, 


Nepean District Soccer 
Football Association Inc 


requires a 


FEDERATION 
RESERVE GRADE 
COACH 


The Nepean District Soccer Football Association 
requires the services of a Reserve Grade Coach for our 


Federation Reserve Grade Team. 


The Association is currently in Fourth Division and 


were Grand Finalists in both Grades. 


A current Level 2 Coaching Certificate is required. 


We also require Youth League Coaches for the 
Under 14 and Under 15 teams. 


All inquiries to Debbie Poole on 


02 4721 5621 or 0416 215 612 
All applications in writing to 
PO Box 6241 
South Penrith Delivery Centre NSW 2750 
Applications close 9th October, 1998. 
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VICTORIA NATIONAL 


i 


SENIOR CHAMPS 


ictoria claimed the honours in the final of 
the National Senior Championship in 
Devonport last Saturday, defeating 
Queensland 1-0 in a very tight match. 

Victoria took the lead as early as the 3rd minute, and 
such was their dominance that many considered that to 
be the first of several goals for the team who had won 
all of their five previous matches for the tournament. 

But after their sluggish start, Queensland switched up 
a gear and played a gutsy second half to make the game 
a tension-packed encounter. 

The win is Victoria's first Senior title since 1992, and 
their fourth in the 25-year history of the event. 

Victoria came out firing from the opening whistle, 
and former international Debbie Nichols soon forced her 
way towards goal to produce what became the all- 
important strike. Receiving the ball on the run, Nichols 
dribbled past one defender and found herself with only 
the keeper to beat. With time and space, Nichols made 
no mistake with a low drive from 12 metres on the left. 

Victoria continued to control the first half, easily the 
more powerful side, hungrier, and faster to the ball. 
Former Tasmanian Sarah Fitzgerald came close in the 
9th minute, her header scraping the top of the crossbar. 
Renowned for their aerial power and dead-ball plays, 
the Vics were unlucky not to score from several 
dangerous corners before the break. 

After a first-half with no scoring chances, 
Queensland did well to even things up after half-time. 
The pressure turned on to the Victorians trying to 
maintain their slender lead as chances on goal became 
much more evenly balanced. Midfielder Tammie 
Thorton came very close to scoring the equaliser nine 
minutes after the break, her long range freekick just 
over the bar, Tula Junna was also unlucky with five 
minutes remaining, her drive from 16 metres tipped 
around the goalpost by Victorian keeper Theresa Deas. 

Victoria created opportunities too, but were unable to 
increase their lead, Leigh Terek and Louisa Bisby 
‘coming closest. 

‘A Queensland corner in the dying seconds looked 
promising, but the referee’s final whistle sent the 
Victorians into wild celebrations. 

VICTORIA: Theresa Deas, Denise Wright, Anita 
Ashdown, Emma Rea, Caroline McEvoy, Kate Walker, 
Lee-Anne Hamilton, Sarah Fitzgerald, Leigh Terek, 
Kathy Zacharopoulos, Debbie Nichols, Louisa Bisby, 
Lisa Davis, Sarah Poyser, Bree Turner, Melissa 


Barbieri, Veronique Guilbert, Emma Bracken. Coach - 
Bill Murray. 

QUEENSLAND: Karen Crosswell, Debbie 
Caldwell, Lisa Elkins, Allison Williams, Tula Junna, 
Neridah Mann, Sarah Blackwell, Jacqui Cowell, Gay 
Thomas, Raeanne Dower, Melissa Cowie, Angelique 
Toner, Christy Phillips, Dawn Millard, Tammie 
Thornton, Catherine Roncato, Olivia Hohnke, Naomi 
Lewis. Coach - Fred Robins. 


NATIONAL SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 1998 


FAIR PLAY AWARD: 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


ASSOCIATION TROPHY: VICTORIA 
CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY: VICTORIA 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER: 
Carolyn LYNCH (TAS) 


ALL STAR TEAM 


GK Carolyn LYNCH TAS 
SWEEPER Lisa DAVIS vic 
STOPPER Caroline McEVOY vic 
STOPPER Luciana COLANGELO WA 
WINGBACK Michelle MATHEWS WA 
WINGBACKLouisa BISBY vic 
MIDFIELD Debbie NICHOLS vic 
MIDFIELD Kate WALKER vic 
MIDFIELD Tammie THORNTON QLD 
FORWARD Emma REA vic 
FORWARD Chelsea SMITH TAS 
Final Points Ladder 

PWD L F A GDPts 
vic 5 5 - - 16 0 1615 
QLD Qeie thee ceeY 
SA 5, 2.2 1.654 2.6 
NT Baailig onan D On -3, o 
WA 511348 44 
TAS 5 - - 5 0 13-130 
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‘Netherlands next month was announced 
by Assistant National Coach/National 
Youth Coach Chris Tanzey last Wednesday. 

The Youth Team (Under 19) program has been 
re-established after a period of two years as a vital 
‘component of the overall elite program, providing 
international experience to the younger athletes in 
building for future success, 

“Over the next eighteen months, there may be 
‘one or two knocking on the door into the senior 
team for 2000,” explained Tanzey. “You never 
know, there might be a ‘Michelle Owens’ out there. 
After all, no-one knew of (England star) Michael 
‘Owens two years ago, And of course we're looking 
beyond 2000 as well.” 

“It’s about conditioning the younger players on 
and off the park with what we do in the seniors - to 
try and put older heads on young shoulders,” added 
Tanzey. “We're opening them up to experiences. 
We get them into the system and help them feel 
comfortable with that, so for those who do advance 
to the National Team, it’s not as huge a jump.” 

The 16-member team will contest two youth 
internationals against the strong Dutch, as well as 
two quality club fixtures during the two-week tour, 
Four days’ training at the AIS in Canberra before 
departure will allow Tanzey some brief time to 
mould teamwork and tactics. 

Nine of those selected are members of the 
current National Train-On Squad, identified as 
potential talent following the last season of Ansett 
national league. Two completely new players to 
have earned selection are defender Amanda Parker 
(NSW), and midfielder Rachael Alley (NNSW), 
Parker stood out at the recent National Youth 
Championship in Adelaide as a cool and reliable 
player at the back with good positioning and 
timing. Alley first impressed at this year’s Junior 
Nationals as a strong, hard-working player on the 
left flank, and backed up with a solid performance 
atthe Youth titles. 

Midfielder Amy Wilson and forward Kelly 
Golebiowski are the team's two most experienced 
players, having already made their full international 
debut at senior level. Goalkeeper Joanne Butland is 
a current member of the National Squad, and a full- 
time AIS scholarship holder, whilst midfielder 
Danielle Small is presently developing her game as 
a scholarship athlete in the renowned US college 
system. 

“Technically we have a very good side, and a lot 
of intelligent players,” said Tanzey of his 
selections. “And they are quite a young 
combination.” 

“Obviously we'd like to win the games, but at 
the end of the day it’s not just about results,” added 
Tanzey. “I'd like to see players stamping their 
name on the tour, showing signs they'll be able to 
make the step up in the future, With the little 
preparation, collectively as a team it will be tough, 
but I’m looking for consistent performances 
individually.” 

“ft will be a leaming process for everyone. By 
the end of the tour, we will have learnt a lot about 
these players, and they will have learnt a lot 
themselves.” 

The Australian Youth Team assembles at the 
AIS on 18 October, departing for Holland on 22 
October and arriving back home on 4 November. 
The two international matches are scheduled for 30 
October and 1 November. 

Former Australian Team striker Renaye Iserief 
has been appointed as team manager. 

Australian Youth Team for The Netherlands 
Tour: 


Te Australian Youth Team to tour to The 


Rachael ALLEY NNSW 
Tracy BAKER NNSW 
Louisa BISBY vIC 
Megan BOND (om) 
Joanne BUTLAND QuD 
Danielle CLARKE NSW 
Kelly GOLEBIOWSKI NSW 
Jessica HALFPENNY SA 


FOR DUTCH TOUR 


Peita-Claire HEPPERLIN ACT 
Tal KARP WA 
Cassandra KELL NSW 
Kate McSHEA Qu 
Kimberly MORRIS. SA 
Amanda PARKER NSW 
Danielle SMALL NNSW 
Amy WILSON ACT 


Dianne Alagich (SA), Heather Garriock (NSW), 
and Ashleigh Hewson (NSW) were selected but are 
unavailable to tour. 


Chris TANZEY National Youth Coach 
Jane OAKLEY Asst National Youth Coach 
Renaye ISERIEF ‘Team Manager 
Cathy McKAY, Physiotherapist 


lhe 25th National Senior Championship last 
week in Devonport proved to be a memorable 
occasion for those competing. 

Tt was the first time NSW and Northern NSW 
had decided against entering a team, and ACT was 
a late withdrawal. There was frequent mention of 
the absences, but in the end, the titles remained as 
spirited and competitive as ever. Players showed 
tremendous pride in representing their State, and 
were there to win and perform to the best of their 
abilities, Enjoyment and friendship were also vital 
elements. 

As predicted, Victoria was by far the strongest of 
the teams, and emphasised the fact with a perfect 
record of six wins from the six matches including 
the final. Over the week, the Vics conceded not a 
single goal, scoring seventeen in the process, Very 
powerful, with good movement off the ball, the 
Victorians were far too strong and experienced for 
the opposition, An obvious ability to get into 
scoring positions, was ably supported by a well- 
organised, rock solid defence. 

Queensland had not played together as a team 
before arriving in Devonport, and their form early 
in the week was scratchy. A mighty performance 
against NT on the Wednesday was followed up 
with a lacklustre showing the next game. Their 
failure to consistently play to their best and a lack 
of firepower up front caused many to wonder 
whether the challenge of the final was too great. 
‘The doubters were proved wrong in the end. 

Northern Territory started the week in promising 
fashion, and were still in with a chance for the final 
on Friday's results, South Australia started slowly 
with two draws, but also ended with hopes to make 
the final. Both needed a Friday win to stake their 
claim for the final, but everything hinged on 
Queensland's result over the host State. The 
Maroons made hard work of the game, and 
managed to scrape in 1-0, Tassie came so close to 
the week’s biggest upset, Chelsea Smith with two 
cracking attempts on goal. 

WA's senior brigade was a tough opponent to 
everyone. Organised at the back and speedy in 
attack, WA worked hard to great effect all over the 
park, Despite finishing last without a point, the 
Tasmanian combination consisting of ten youth-age 
players, won many fans during the week with 
several young talents. 

Flooding rains midway through the week 
threatened to ruin the tournament, but the hard 
work of host club Devonport City Soccer Club 
saved the day. Victoria’s Tuesday night clash 
against SA was abandoned after half-time as 
surface water built up to create dangerous 
conditions. 

‘Only one match had been completed for the day, 
and play looked doubtful on the following Rest Day 
as the rain continued during the night and the next 
morning. Amazingly, the pitch was presented in 
more than playable condition in time for the 
rescheduled matches after four inches of rain. 

A special presentation was made at the 
Presentation Dinner to AWSA Life Member Betty 
Hoar who has attended all 25 Senior 
Championships as either a AWSA Board Member, 
VWSA Committee Member, team manager, tour 
leader, or referee. 
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By Graham Cooke 


ZELIC TO LEAD COSMOS 


By Graham Cooke 


he man who may well be the 

youngest captain in Ericsson Cup 

history, Ivan Zelic, says he has no 

real fears about leading the Novell 
Canberra Cosmos in the forthcoming 
summer season, 

“Oh, I realise a few of the older players 
may find it hard taking orders from a junior”, 
the 20-year-old said only minutes after he had 
been named to the post during the Cosmos 
season-launch ceremony last week, 

“But I really don’t consider myself an 
inexperienced youngster any more. After all, 
T’ve been in Australian sides and played in the 
Ericsson Cup for nearly four years, so I’ve got 
arecord behind me. 

“The captaincy is something I aspired to, 
but not something I expected just yet... can’t 
explain the feeling when Rale Rasic came up 
to me tonight and said he was going to make 
the announcement. 

“Of course I want to lead the club to better 
things and motivate the others. Yes, that’s 
extra pressure on me, but I’ve no concerns 


SUPER 


over handling it.” 

In fact, Zelic will be senior to a number of 
members of the Cosmos squad, including 
Lindsay Wilson, Peter Buljan, Ilija Prenzoski 
and new signing Anthony Magnacca from 
Victoria. 

While the squad has not yet been 
completed, it is showing considerable changes 
from that which finished bottom of the league 
last year, underlining Rasic’s promise he 
would have nothing to do with players who 
accepted defeat. 

The coach said he was still in search of a 
striker to partner Buljan - who would remain 
in the front line despite earlier intentions to 
convert him to an attacking midfielder. 

“Peter is in outstanding form as a striker - I 
can’t move him,” he said. “And with players 
like Zelic, Michael Hudec and Norman Kelly, 
we already have a very promising midfield.” 

Rasic agreed there had been 
disappointments during the off-season, the 
major one being experienced midfielder 
Sonny Sevin who, after signing with the club, 
had simply disappeared, 

“No-one has seen him here for four weeks,” 
he said. “That’s outrageous. If Sevin wants to 


HOPES DIM 


elconnen United’s almost total sweep of ACT 
Premier League honours has highlighted the 
now annual issue of a Canberra team’s 
involvement in the NSW Superleague. 

Sadly, while it is quite clear there are sufficient players 
of quality in the national capital to put out a competitive 
side without raiding the Canberra Cosmos, the chances of 
us seeing the likes of Blacktown City, Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles and Canterbury Marrickville back in the ACT are 
temote. 

‘The fact is, while Canberra fielded a Superleague team 
with some distinction between 1987 and 1994, we were 
always there on sufferance, and when the slightest excuse 
to remove us presented itself, it was eagerly taken. 

We obtained a place because of a 1986 agreement 
between the NSW and Australian federations for the 
NSW competition to accept all teams relegated in the 
NSL reorganisation of that year. 

In return, the NSW League champion received 
automatic promotion to the NSL each season. 

With some notable exceptions, the Sydney clubs were 
unenthusiastic about coming to Canberra once a year, 
even if Canberra was willing to travel in the other 
direction once a fortnight, 

NSW Soccer Federation officials were responding to 
those sentiments when they kicked out Canberra Deakin 
at the end of the 1994 season on the thin excuse that the 
ACT's impending re-entry into the national competition 
(at that point still a year away) made its further 
participation in NSW redundant, 

Since then, NSW has fallen back on even more 
spurious reasoning by saying that Canberra soccer is 
interstate and therefore of no concer to it. 

Whether it be Belconnen United, or a representative 
team based on the Canberra Rockets, ACT soccer needs 
the additional competitive edge of the Superleague. It 
would not be going too far to say it is the key to the 
Cosmos making real progress in the longer term, 


And dare I say it? The Superleague would benefit from 
an additional member of consistent quality (Canberra 
made the finals series in seven of the eight seasons in 
which it competed). 

It will not happen next season, and I fear not for some 
seasons to come while parochialism reigns supreme in 
Sydney, All we can do is hope for a change of heart. 


ihe off-season coaching merry-go-round has begun 

early this year. Canberra Deakin has already 
announced that Ian Shaw will take charge of its side in 
succession to Marko Vrkic but now rumours suggest at 
least two current coaches of Premier League clubs are in 
the running for the vacant job at Gungahlin Juventus. 

One team boss who is definitely staying put is lan 
Heywood at Monaro, who rang to deny rumours he was 
Teaving the club. 

T’ll be there next year and so will most of the players, 
apart from Joe Gagetti, who is moving out of town and 
Robert Chicco who is retiring to concentrate on his 
business, Heywood said. Our target for next season is 
three good-quality players with a left-sided midfielder an 
absolute priority. 


(ase City will be doing the rounds again next year 
after the financial clouds which have been low over 
the club since mid-season began to lift. 

First its major sponsor, the Canberra Institute of 
Technology, agreed to terms for a further year, now an 
improvement in the trading position of the licensed club 
means it will be able to resume support, if on a reduced 
scale, Finally, a committee of supporters has undertaken 
to do some serious fund-raising. 


mer Belconnen United goalkeeper Blair Machin's 
transfer to Scottish second-division side Queen's Park 
has been accomplished. 


behave like that he should join a circus. 

“All I can say is that if he wants to play for 
anyone, anywhere, he had better make contact 
- because we hold his contract.” 

Such problems were not worrying Cosmos 
chairman Ian Knop who told the gathering the 
club would make the finals. “This will be the 
best season in Canberra’s national league 
history,” he predicted. 

Rasic would be the cornerstone of the 
club’s success. “A lot of people are relying on 
him, and he is carrying a great responsibility. 

“But as Sir Winston Churchill said, ‘the 
price of greatness is responsibility’.” 

Knop paid tribute to the fans who have 
followed the Cosmos even when result after 
result had been “absolutely shocking... I 
firmly believe those bad times are coming to 
an end and that you will now be able to 
support your team with pride at Bruce 
Stadium which, after all the work on it is 
complete, will be one of the finest soccer 
grounds in the world,” he said. 

“We intend to showcase soccer in the city 
which will be one of the hosts of the Olympic 
soccer tournament in less than two years’ 
time.” 
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Australian Preview 


Dwyght Tuffnell previews the Victorian assault on the Eriesson Cup 


he club that can never be written off, Melbourne Knights, are aiming to prove the critics wrong 
‘again this season. A pre-season hampered by the late arrival of their new coach and the loss of 
their inspirational skipper Andrew Marth to Carlton has led to predictions that there is little 
hope for the Knights. 
Their coach, the amiable Vid Horvat, who has coached previously in Canada and Croatia, arrived a few weeks there. 
Jate after encountering visa problems. “Last season when most teams came to Optus Oval, they came to defend, can’t that sce that changing. 
At one stage the Knights looked like they had run out of patience in him having trouble in coming to “t's too early to say how we'll go, we'll be able to see after about ten rounds, but whichever team comes 
Melbourne, But since his arrival, he has impressed many people. up against us they can expect a good game from us.” 


arlton, now in their second season in the Ericsson Cup, will be aiming to go a step further 
this time around. But it isn’t going to be easy according to coach Eddie Krneevie, “It’s going 
to be difficult to repeat what we did last season” the former Socceroo star said. “Our aim 
will be the same as it was last season. just make the top six and see where we can go from 


He has been positive from day one, believing that the young Knights players are th key to the season. Itmay be a tall order for the Blues to repeat the success of last season in reaching the Grand Final at their 
“Many of these players have a great future” he said. first attempt. 
The likes of Ante Deak and Zejlko Susa, impressive last season, will need to step up again this year as Horvat The Blues have lost some key players over the winter but Kmeevic is very confident that the squad he has 
and the Knights rely heavily on the talented bunch of Knights youngsters. can do the job. The loss of John Markovski, one of their 
In the short space of time Horvat has had to work with the players, he has experimented with different players best last year, leaves a big hole to be filled, 
in different positions. Captain Ante Kovacevie was given the sweeper’s role by Horvat to begin with, and then Kmeevie is confident that the combination of Andy 


‘was switched into the centre of midfield because of a lack of experience there. Vlahos and Moreira can be as productive as the 

“We'll see how he goes there (midfield), we really need a leader in there.” Markovski-Viahos partnership was. 

Kovacevic, himself only 24 and as one of a few survivors from the 1995 championship, will be a crucial “Tt can be, We've got Alex Josifovski as well and we 
player to the Knights, no matter what position he plays. may even try something different like playing Moreira 

Horvat hasn't had the easiest of times trying to select players for a squad he expects to include around 25 just behind the front two, he could be dangerous in that 
players, At different stages, the Knights have had injuries to Joe and John Didulica, Tom Pondeljak, Ransford ition.” i 
Banini and Dragi Nastevski, all of whom would be certain starters in the Knights line-up. Chuck in the departure of Adrian Cervinski to Sydney 

‘Alex Kiratzoglou, Frank Bazzano, Mijo Trupkovic and Martin John (below with VIS coach Emie Merrick) are Olympic and the Blues have a lack of depth in the 
Horvat’s signings so far, He also said that he expected to sign St Albans striker Harry Karl some time this week. strikers department. 

Sonny Sevin has been training with the Knights and is another player Horvat has an interest in but a potential Apart from Vlahos and Moreira, Carlton has only one 
problera could arise out of a contract he signed with Canberra Cosmos, other recognised forward, Josifovski, although: “We 

J would have liked to bring one, maybe two players from Europe, but it is too expensive.” haven’t ruled out the possibilty of signing another 

Horvat's aim for the season ahead is simple. striker,” Kmcevic said. 

“It's mine and all the players’ ambition to make the top six” Horvat says. Moreira impressed enough in a short stint with 

“It’s going to be difficult, there are so many good teams in the league Bentleigh Greens to receive more offers than just the 

Horvat is going into the season with confidence, despite any of the perceived problems that the Knights may Carlton one. 
have. Kresimir Marusic, who never really settled in 
“It’s not easy but I am not scared. I knew the situation before I came here.” Melbourne is gone too, as is Socceroo wing-back Robert 
‘Trajkovski. 

But in new skipper, Andrew Marth (right), Carlton 
have acquired a player of undoubted quality. 

Marth was not at his best last year for Melbourne 
Knights, often played in defence rather than the position 
in which he does his best work — midfield. 

A return to his natural position and his terrific 
leadership should see Marth back at his best this season. 

Krncevic's squad will rely much on some very young players, some of the best young talent in the 
country. 

pee said he is expecting much from three of them in particular; Simon Colosimo, Vince Grella and 
Marco Bresciano. 

‘All three were outstanding last season. “I’m expecting better things of them this season” says Krncevic. 

Colosimo, already a full Australian international, as well as being involved in both the Young Socceroo 
and Olyroo set-ups, was one of the finds of last year. 

Tn kus first season at National League level, Colosimo played like a veteran and has recently earned 
himself a call-up to the Socceroo squad for the Oceania Nations Cup campaign. 

The likes of Serdar Pir and Cameron Pino will also play a par, just two of the eight players under the age 
‘of 20 that Kmcevic has in his squad. > 

The Blues have a strong defence, a great ‘Keeper in Dean Anastasiadis and play some of the most 
attractive football in the competition. 

Off the field too, it will be a big season for Carlton. 

Attendances in their inaugural season were not what they had hoped for and they have switched their 
home games from Saturdays to Sundays. 

It may be a tall order for the Blues to repeat the success of last season in reaching the Grand Final at their 
first attempt, but not many expected them to do it last season, 

Preview continued on next page with South Melbourne and Gippsland Falcons. 
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his is a make or break season for Gippsland Falcons, They are the perennial under-achievers of 
the Victorian Ericsson Cup clubs, at times seeming to go along with the aim of not to be 
disgraced. It’s their seventh year in the league now, and with just one finals appearance to 
show for that time, it’s time for the Falcons to stand up and be counted. 
When Frank Arok left the coaching post at the end of last season, several candidates were thrown up for 
what is one of the most difficult jobs in Australian soccer. 
‘The Falcons went with Stuart Munro. 
‘Munro had played last season for Sydney United after an extensive and successful professional career in the 
top leagues in Britain, 
He knows how hard the job is, his first in a coaching capacity, but is definitely enjoying himself, always 
remaining positive and upbeat. 

“There's a lot of people putting the club 
down and the team saying that we won't do 
anything this season” said Munro. 

“That’s an attitude they may have but I've 
got to put the attitude into our players that if 
you really want to succeed, and you want to do 
anything, you have to be winners.” 

His first task has been to compile a squad 
capable of making the play-offs, and although 
it’s been frustrating, he has enormous belief in 
the players. 

“J genuinely believe that the ability is there, 
that ability was there last season. It’s a matter 
of mental approach to games and how you can 
make the team believe they are good players" 
he explains. 

The players have responded well to 
Munro's coaching, playing with confidence in 
their to-date undefeated pre-season, a pre- 
season higlighted by winning the Tynan-Eyre 
Cup, with defeats of South Melbourne and 
Melbourne Knights along the way. 

“L was encouraged by our performances in 
the Tynan-Eyre Cup. 

“Sometimes, pre-season performances can 
give a false indication, but we scored goals and 
didn’t concede any. 

“I can see things that are going wrong, 
maybe it will take a loss to see other little 
things that might be going wrong,” 

Munro's exhaustive search for a striker with 
“a bit of presence” has not yet brought any joy, 
but he isn’t about to rush out and buy the first 
player that becomes available. 

He is happy to wait and says that, if 
necessary, he'll go with what he has for the 
moment. 

Looking at his options though, the Falcons 
are missing a focal point up front. 

Archie Thompson (above), Joe Tricarico 
and Peter Di Iorio are all very good players, 
but are too similar in build and style of play. 

They will worry a lot of defenders with their pace but there are limits to what they can do when it comes to 
other aspects. 

‘Thompson, in particular, is set for a big season, if his performances in the pre-season are any form guide. 

‘The defence will be bolstered by the addition of experienced ex-Wales international Jeff Hopkins. 

Hopkins and Perth youngster Robbie Puca are Munro’s only signings so far, but there will be more. 
Munro’s job of getting the Falcons to the finals is a tough one, but one he fully expects to fulfill. 

“Just because you’re a small club, a regional club or whatever doesn't mean you're going out there just to 
make up the numbers.” 

His years with Scottish super-club Rangers meant that he was often involved in sides that won honours. 

“T’ve spent my whole career trying to win things and been quite successful at it, now that I’m involved in 
coaching that hasn’t changed.” 

“J want to finish in the top six, being seventh in the league this season won't be a success to me.” 


fter seven years without championship success South Melbourne won their second title last 
year in some style. History shows that South only win the championship every seven years, 
before last season their only previous success was in 1984, Three championships is a pretty 
disappointing return for a club the size of South Melbourne. 
Back-to-back championships are not easy but South are favourites to win again. 
‘There's been a minimum of change over the winter, with South getting stronger if anything, 
Bill Damianos and Con Boutsianis are gone, to Xanthi and Perth Glory, respectively. 
Striker Jim Tsekinis has been snapped up from Adelaide Sharks along with VIS youngsters Adrian Cuz7npe 
and Mustafa Mustafa, leaving the majority of last year’s squad still there, 
Forgotten man Jason Polak has recovered from the knee injury that ruled him out of the last year’s 
campaign, giving coach Ange Postecoglou another option out of a star-studded squad, probably the best one in 


the competition. 
= ail 


Some of their results in pre-season 
haven't been great, 

They needed penalties to see off St 
Albans Saints in the Tynan-Eyre Cup and 
bowed out of the same competition to 
Gippsland Falcons, 

Postecoglou probably hasn't been able 
to field his first eleven yet with injuries to 
‘Tsekinis, Con Blatsis and the Tansel Baser 
saga, which is yet to be resolved. 

Also Goran Lozanoyski, Michael 
Petkovic, Vaughan Coveny, Fausto De 
Amicis and captain Paul Trimboli are all 
away with their respective national squads 
for the Oceania Nations Cup in Brisbane. 

‘Their large number of supporters don’t 
‘want to wait another seven years for a title 
again, nor does Postecoglou or the players, 

‘They'll be hard to beat this season. It’s 
going to take a special team to stop them 
from winning back-to-back. 


Last season’s Coach of the Year Ange 
Postecoglou gives Soccer Weekly his 
thoughts on the season ahead. 


Soccer Weekly: Is there any reason 
why South Melbourne can’t win the 
championship again this season? 

A.P.: “There’s plenty. Much will 
depend on the sort of luck we have with 
injuries, but I'll be surprised if we're not 


Will ‘Pana’ (Steve Panopouolos) and Co. be holding 
the trophy In May ‘99? 


involved in the finals. Traditionally, it’s hard to win back-to-back championships in any sport. I'm happy with 
the way the squad is shaping up but we know that it’s going to be a difficult season.” 


Soccer Weekly: No danger of a championship hangover then? 

A.P.: “I wouldn’t think so looking at the quality of players we have in the squad, The competition for 
places between the players should eliminate that equation altogether. If one player isn’t performing well, he 
can easily be replaced by someone else.” 


Soccer Weekly: Jim Tsekinis : is he a type of player you felt you missed last season? 

ALP: “T've been chasing Jim for the last couple of years now. He's quick and scores goals. He'll give us 
something different from the likes of Paul Trimboli, John Anastasiadis and Michael Curcija, He'll give us an 
extra bit of toe, something that we've lacked for a couple of years.” 


Soccer Weekly: Will Bill Damianos be missed at all this season? 

A.P.: “Billy’s a quality player and he certainly played his part in last season’s championship. But last 
season we won through good team performances rather than a reliance on individuals. We've got Jason Polak, 
who didn’t play at all last year, coming back from injury and George Goutzioulis will be expected to step up 
this season.” 

Soccer Weekly: Anyone else we can expect to have a big year? 

AP.: “Michael Curcija’s second season wasn't as good as his first and I’m sure he wants to make this one a 
big one for himself. I'd expect he and Goutzioulis to have a big season.” 
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Australian Features 


ydney United,s new signing from 
Blacktown City, Steve Berry, is 
looking forward to the challenge 
of playing in the NSL. The 29 year 
old midfielder has signed on loan 
from Blacktown, and says assistant coach 
Lawrie McKinna had a lot to do with the 
move into the big time of the Ericsson Cup 
and Summer Soccer. 


“Lawrie played at Blacktown with me, so |,d 
known him for a while. At one stage it looked 
like | was probably going to Newcastle, but 
Lawrie and Dave Mitchell came in for me.” 


At an age when it is unusual to be chosen to 
play in the NSL, Berry is in doubt that this is 
his last chance. 


| soccen CLUB 


“lve had a couple of chances before now 
but this is the last chance to have a good go at 
this level. Playing wise | seem to be fitting in 
OK" 


{t means it will be a long season for Berry, 
as the change to summer soccer for the NSL 
means he's had little time off. After skippering 
Blacktown City to Grand Final victory just 
weeks ago, he has now been training for the 
past few weeks with United ready for their big 
kick off. But this should prepare him well for 
the rigours ahead and will probably mean he is 
fitter than most later on in the season. 


“The training is pretty similar to Blacktown. 
Under (Blacktown coach) Alex Robertson we 
trained hard anyway and the main thing is the 
United players seem to really enjoy their 
training. | wasn,t really expecting that but it 
makes it a lot easier.” 


Berry added he was looking forward to 
hopefully “getting a start” and said that 
although United had lost a couple of players he 
thought they could have a good season. 


Despite losing players such as Kalac, Rudan 
Bilokapic and Jason Culina, the club have also 
signed pin-up boy Walter Ardone and 
dangerous striker Nathan Day, and are back 


Steve Berry: A late bloomer but a useful 
acquisition for the Pumas. 


playing at the more familiar surroundings of 
Edensor Park. 


On the weekend the club came away from 
Marconi with a 4-2 win in a charity game (see 
match report in this issue). 


The experienced Aussie Steve Berry is 
primed for a big season and is looking forward 
to the new year in the NSL, along with, | am 
sure, all Sydney United fans who will be back 
supporting their team in droves. 


By John Economos 


IRON BLEIBERG , Brisbane 
Lion’s razor-sharp coach, 
completed a most meritorious 
hat-trick of Grand Final wins 
last Saturday night as he 
guided his team to a 1-0 victory over 
Rochedale Rovers to take out 
Queensland’s XXXX State League 
| championship at Perry Park. 
| “That's three Grand Finals in four year’, 
the verbose Bleiberg told us. 

The highly astute and very active 43 year 
old coach and former boss of the Brisbane 
Strikers prior to the taking over by Bruce 
Stowell, Bleiberg’s coaching career has 
been riddled with success. 

He won his first Queensland Grand Final 
in 1994 with North Star. 

In 1995 Bleiberg sat out from coaching but 
got restless and climbed back into it two 
years ago by coaching the Lions into, and 
winning, the Grand Final. 


| Last season inexplicably Bleiberg missed 
out but last Saturday night he was. back 
again, with vengeance, and in the winner's 
| circle. 
| Devising no less than four cleverly 
| designed tactical strategies, Bleiberg 
meticulously inspired the Lions to roar ahead 
over the stubborn Rovers with 21 year old 
striker Greg Di Losa scoring the winner 
seven minutes from time. 

The mobile Di Losa is a former NSW 
Schoolboys 100 metre sprint champion. 

Described in Brisbane's Courier Mail 
newspaper as being ‘the Pawn in a chess 
game style of coaching who came up 
trumps’, Bleiberg a former Victorian coach, 
was strangely placid about his most recent 
championship success when contacted last 
night by ABSW. 

“Sure it was my third Grand Final win in as 
many appearances, but most of the joy 
belongs to my players and all Lions’ 
supporters. 

*| suppose this one was the most 
gratifying for me as we had to play three 

Sudden Death matches to win it 


in reality. 
| “We had a good crowd at Perry Park with 
a fine atmosphere. 

“We also had Raul Blanco’s Australian 
National squad as invited guests watching 
the game. 


CANNY BLEIBERG’S 
HAT-TRICK 


“| firmly believe that the Queensland 
XXXX State League competition is every bit 
as good as the NSW and Victorian 
Leagues,” Bleiberg concluded. 

And what did Bleiberg’s lovely wife, 
Shlomit have to say? 

“Well I’m proud for him, but was very 
pleased for his players and especially for all 
the Lions’ loyal supporters. 

The Brisbane Lions Colts also finished 
successfully, winning their final 2-0. 

Bleiberg in the 80s was pulled in by 
Victorian NSL clubs Melbourne Croatia and 
Heidelberg United, winning Cups for the 
former and saving the latter from relegation. 


QUEENSLAND 
SOCCER FEDERATION 
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Australian News 


GO 
CCER GIRLS! 
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Pictured above and below are the Marconi state league sides who did western Sydney proud during the season 
gone by. Their presentation night we hope to bring you in the future. 
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We are the Champions: Belconnen United in the ACT. 


_ LAURIE SCHWAB 


By Duyght Tufnell 


Stas CuuUlact, 

nom —~rewart@ WON the second 
nual Laurie Schwab memorial 
match 2-0 at Knights stadium on 
Friday night. 

The game was arranged by the Laurie 
Schwab foundation, a foundation set-up in 
memory of the well-respected Soccer 
journalist from The Age and various other 
publications. 

It assists those involved in Soccer both 
‘on and off the park and is in its second 
year. : 

Both sides used the game as an 
‘Opportunity to try out new stars, particularly 
as there were a number of players on 
national team duty in the Oceania Nations 
Cup tournament currently playing in 
Brisbane. 

South used new players Jim Tsekenis 
(right), Mustafa Mustafa and Adrian 
Cuzzuppe (formerly of the VIS soccer 
program), 

The Knights for their part showed off 
Alex Kiratzoglou, plus Jason Vukudin and 
Ante Buhic. 

South went ahead in the 21st minute 
when retuming midfielder Jason Polak got 
‘on the end of man of the match Davey 
Clarkson's free-kick to score. 

Twelve minutes later they extended their 


| lead to two, when Michael Curcija (right) 


popped up to lob Knights keeper Martin 
John for the second goal. 

Starting line-ups: 

Knights: John, Kovacevic, Jolic, Batur, 
Vukadin, Susa, Bazzano, Kiratzoglou, 
Pondeljak, Deak, Buhic 


South: Jones, losifidis, Orlic, Clarkson, 
Panopoulos Curija, Cuzzupe, Polak, 
Goutzioulos, Liparroti. 


In the game before, the Legends of 
Melbourne Knights saw off their South 
Melbourne counterparts 4-3. The game 
included such ‘legends’ as Alan Davidson, 
Sean Parton, Joe Biskic, Jim Armstrong, 
Oscar Crino and Kenny Murphy (right). 


| MEMORIAL GAME 


MARCONI SHOWS 


ITS HEART FOR 


CHARITY 


By John Economos 


ast Saturday night the Marconi 

club made a most considerate 

$5,000 donation towards the 
inaugural ‘Peter Forsyth and David 
Carty Memorial Cup’ fund. 

At half time during the exhibition match 
between Marconi and Sydney United at 
the Marconi Stadium, Marconi’s vice 
president Frank Baroni made the cheque 
presentation to officials of the NSW Police 
Force. 

This thoughtful exhibition match 
between the two giant NSL clubs was 
specially staged to serve as a fund-raiser 
with all gatetakings going to the memorial 
fund. 


A special Cup was put up which went to 
the winner, in this case it was Sydney 
United. 

Club Marconi’s senior President Tony 
Labbozzetta stated: “We believe that it 
was the least we could do. 

“Our cheque helped to top up the gate 
takings as a sign of deep respect to the 
two brave policemen that lost their lives, 
being tragically killed earlier this year 
whilst serving duty for the NSW Police 
Force.” 

Sydney United defeated Marconi 4-2 in 
an action packed match—see match report 
in this issue. 

Soccer Weekly commends all those 
involyed and hopes that the generous 
contribution helps in some way. 
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Twenty one today... Zé Ido 
_celebrate their 21st birthdays in Milan on Sep 20 


G-leag WE HA ction 


outh Korean star striker Hwang Sun-Hong led 

Cerezo Osaka to a 2-1 victory to inflict the first 

‘defeat on front-runners Urawa Red Diamonds 
in the second stage of J-League midweek. 

‘The three-time World Cup player, playing his third 
game in the league here, scored his second goal in Japan 
to open the scoring for Cerezo in the 33rd minute to 
move his side into Winning rhythm. 

"Twas determined to score today because I couldn't in 
our previous home game,’ said Hwang, who has not suf- 
fered a defeat in his three games in Japan. 

Hiroaki Morishima, who assisted for the two goals, 
said: "Hwang is able to keep the ball alone, so that I can 
get to the front from the second line.’ 

With the result, the Reds were tied with Nagoya 
Grampus Eight with identical 6-1 win-loss record for 18 
points. Yokohama Marinos had also 6-1 for 17 points, 
followed by Jubilo Iwata and Kashima Antlers with 5-2 
for 15. ‘ 

Cerezo stood with 4-3 for 12 points at eighth place. 
Grampus Eight were 3-2 winners over Yokohama 
Flugels for their fourth straight win, and Japan's interna- 
tional forward Shoji Jo struck home twice to lead 
Marinos to a 2-1 win over Sanfrecce Hiroshima. 

Defending J-League champions Jubilo trounced bot- 
tom placers Vissel Kobe 7- 0 with Brazil's World Cup 
skipper Dunga and newcomer Dedimar scoring one 
each, while Kashima Antlers defeated Shimizu S-Pulse 
21. 

In other games, Kyoto Purple Sanga stopped their 
match-losing streak at four by beating two-time champi- 
ons Verdy Kawasaki 2-0 thanks to Brazilian goals 
through Edmilson and Silas, 

Hugo Hernan Maradona, younger brother of 
Argentine star Diego Maradona, scored his fifth goal of 
the season to lead Consadole Sapporo to a 3-2 victory 
over Kashiwa Reysol. 

Avispa Fukuoka blanked Gamba Osaka 1-0, and JEF 
United Ichihara downed Bellmare Hiratsuka 4-2. 


Results of J-League matches played Sat. 
Yokohama Marinos 3 (Nakamura 6, Jo 45, 
Baldivieso 71) Avispa Fukuoka 0 


Kyoto Purple Sanga 0 Kashima Antlers 3 
(Hasegawa 35, 85, Abe 80) 


Jubilo Iwata 6 (Oku 1, 65, 70, Takahara 80, 
85, 89) JEF United Ichihara 2 (Hiroyama 56, 
68) 


Bellmare Hiratsuka 3 (Claudio 0, Lopes 7, 
27-pen) Yokohama Flugels 1 ( Sampaio 24) 


Nagoya Grampus Eight 1 (Fukuda 51) 


On Saturday Bolivian midfielder Julio Baldivieso 
scored his 10th goal of the season as Yokohama 
Marinos trounced Avispa Fukuoka, 3-0, to climb to the 
top of the J-League second-stage table. 

The Marinos, the 1995 champions, stand one point 
clear of Nagoya Gampus Eight with 20 points after 
eight matches in the biannual league following their 
home victory. 

Nagoya beat visitors Cerezo Osaka 5-3 on penalties 
after the two teams were level at 1-1 after 120 minutes. 

Osaka's post-World Cup purchase Hwang Sun-Hong 
of South Korea scored his third goal in as many match- 


JLEAGUE 


es in the 63rd minute to cancel out Kenji Fukuda's 
‘52nd-minute goal for the home side. 
Marinos led Fukuoka 1-0 at halftime with a free-kick 
strike by ;Shunsuke Nakamura. _ 
Japan's international forward Shoji Jo banged bome 
less than a minute into the second half and Baldivieso 
sealed the win with a free kick in the 71th minute. 


Cerezo Osaka 1 (Hwang Sun-Hong 62) 
Nagoya won penalty shootout 5-3 


Consadole Sapporo 0 Gamba Osaka 1 
(Kojima 89) 

Verdy Kawasaki 1 (Sugawara 8) Vissel 
Kobe 2 (Nagashima 49-pen, 64) 


Kashiwa Reysol 1 (Bentinho 33) Shimizu S- 
Pulse 2 (Ando 46, Ito 54) 


Sanfrecce Hiroshima 2 (Kubo 7, Goodman 
36) Urawa Red Diamonds 1 (Fukuda 68) 


J-LEAGUE TABLE 


Yokohama Marinos 
Nagoya Grampus Eight 
Jubilo Iwata 

Urawa Red Diamonds 
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CRO-NEW 
UPDATE 


roatian World Cup striker Davor Suker 

returned to training at Real Madrid last 

Tuesday after a month out with a knee 
injury. 

Suker, who picked up the knock in a pre-season 
game for Real Madrid, said he was “delighted” to be 
Kicking a football again after a frustrating time on the 
sidelines. 

“All the work in the gym has been boring,” Suker 
said, “The recovery period is always hard but now I'm 
feeling yery happy and I hope to get back into the 
coach's plans as soon as possible.” 

Suker’s first target will be Real Madrid’s league 
game against Real Betis on October 4. He was the top 
scorer at the World Cup in France. 

Robert Prosinecki’s back injury is causing him great 
concern, Prosinecki was in doubt for the Champions 
League game against Ajax but decided to play after a 
ate fitness test. Prosinecki insists that the decision to 
play was his, “I insisted that I play, No-one forced me 
to play”, 

Prosinecki, whose injury stems from a disc hernia 
problem, believes that he will have to have an opera- 
tion, 

The seriousness of the injury is such that Prosinecki 


_ was quoted as saying that he is not merely concerned 


with his football career, but his life, 

Nevertheless, he is still contemplating making his 
return in time for the quarter finals of the Champions 
League. 

‘The father of Croatia Zagreb’s midfielder Silvio 
Maric will hold talks next month with Manchester 
United, a Croatian newspaper has reported. Maric’s 
contract negotiations with Zagreb have broken down. 

A Croatian newspaper has learned that Silvio Maric’s 
father will spend four days in October, from 15 to 18, 
when he will negotiate with Manchester United manag- 
er Alex Ferguson. Maric’s father has stated that new 
contract negotiations with Croatia, Zagreb president, 
Ziatko Canjug have reached a stalemate. It has been 
reported that Canjug offered Maric the same annual 
salary ay Croatia’s star player, Robert Prosinecki. Both 
Maric and his father are of the view that Croatia cannot 
afford to pay two players the sort of salary that they are 


offering. Maric’s father had not ruled out further negoti- 
ations with Croatia Zagreb. 

“T cannot believe Silvio said he did not want to dis- 
cuss staying at Croatia, I think he said that on a whim. 1 
think he needs to talk,” his father told the paper. Maric 
helped the national team to their unexpected third place 
in the World 

Cup, playing mostly as substitute. He is seen as cru- 
cial for Croatia 

Zagreb’s European ambitions. They are in the 
Champions’ League for the first time this season, where 
they play in Group A with Ajax Amsterdam, Porto and 
Olympiakos Piraeus. 

In response to the Maric speculation, United manager 
Alex Ferguson laughed off reports that he wanted to 
sign him. Ferguson denied any knowledge of an 
impending deal. United is not the only club interested in 
Maric. It is expected that Maric will have talks with 
Spain’s Barcelona and Real Betis, as well as Italy's 
Inter Milan. 

Last year’s Croatian top goal-scorer, Igor Cvitanovic 
is having a difficult first season with his new club Real 
Sociedad, Cvitanovic, who transferred from Croatia 
Zagreb, has been biding his time amongst the reserves 
for the first couple of games of the Spanish league. 

With Croatia's Mark Viduka having his own prob- 
lems this year, there is speculation that Cyitanovic may 
be on his way back to Croatia. 

Croatia’s Europe 2000 game against Macedonia is 
being switched from its original location of Osijek to 
the capital, Zagreb, Croatia’s opponents complained 
about the fact that they had to fly to Zagreb and then 
take a long bus trip to Osijek - not an ideal preparation 
fora game. After intervention from UEFA the Croatian 
Football Federation ceded to Macedonia’s request 

World Cup semi-finalists Croatia will play Denmark 
in a friendly in Split next February, the-Danish Soccer 
Federation said last Wednesday, 

The match on February 10 will serve as a warm-up 
for Denmark's European championship group one qual- 
ifier against Italy in Copenhagen on March 27. 

Denmark reached the quarter-finals of this year’s 
World Cup in France. 
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jhe seventh round of the First Division is being 

played over five days with two games on 

Friday, three on Sunday and one, Cibalia v H. 
Dragovoljac being player tonight (Tuesday), 

The two leaders, Croatia, Zagreb and Hajduk both 
played on Friday night with differing results. Leaders 
Croatia travelled to middle of the table Slaven Belupo 
whom they defeated 1-0. After an early chance for the- 
home team, Croatia dominated the first half, creating a 
number of opportunities, 

Mark Viduka (right) seemed to have woken from his 
season slumber to play a far more prominent role in this 
game. Viduka's proposed move to Celtic seemed not to 
distract him as he stepped up a gear to ensure that he is 
part of the team to play the Champions Cup game 
‘against Olympiakos next week. 

Silvio Maric, himself the subject of transfer rumours, 
‘was the man of the match and scored the winning goal 
in the 39th minute after a good run and pass by Dario 
Simic. 

Previously undefeated Hajduk travelled to Croatia’s 
cross town rivals Zagreb. After a scoreless first half 
Zagreb took the lead in the first minute of the second 
half and although Hajduk equalised in the 63 minute, a 
penalty for Zagreb two minutes later restored the lead 
for Zagreb. 

A goal in the 74th minute by youngste Hrvoje Vejie 
secured the three points for Zagreb. 

Both of Hajduk’s two expat Australians, Josip Skoko 
and Ante Seric, played with Seric being replaced in the 
‘60th minute, Skoko had another solid game to continue 
his good start to the season. 


he Europe team of the year has been selected 

and it features France 98 top goalscorer, 

Davor Suker as its spearhead in attack. As 
well as Suker, 

Croatia’s coach Miroslav Blazevie was chosen as 
assistant coach of the team, supporting France’s Aime 
Jacquet. The selection of the first team was straight for- 
ward as is evidence by roll call of the Eupopean first 
team: der Sar, Thuram, Desailly, Blanc, Frank de Boer, 
Deschamps, Petit, Davids, Zidane, Owen, Suker. 

At the same time, the second eleven was selected 
with most household items including Croatian, Robert 
Jami and national team captain, Zvonimir Boban: 

Schmeichel, Lizarazu, Campbell, Maldini, Ronald de 
Boer, Jarni, Beckham, Boban, Vieri, Bergkamp. 

The draw for the quarter finals of the Croatia Cup 
has been made with the giant killers Dugo Selo, provid- 
ed they beat Slaven Belupo, drawn to meet Segesta. 
Dugo Selo beat the hot shots Croatia Zagreb in the pre~ 
vious round in a huge upset. Two games are yet to be 
played with Dugo Selo to play Slaven Belupo while 
Hajduk to meet Mladost 127. 

Results in the previous round saw last year’s win- 
ners, Varteks advance with a 1-0 away defeat of 
Sibenik, while Osijek beat fellow First Division 
team,Hrvatski Dragovoljac, 3-1, The other results 
were: 


Segesta y Rastanec 40 
Dakovec v Zadarkomere Zadar 5-4 
Sibenik v Varteks 0-1 
Osijek v Hrvatski Dragovoljac 3-41 
Cibalia v Rijeka 1-0 
The draw for the quarter-finals is: 

Slaven Belupo or Dugo Selo v Segesta 

Hajduk or Mladost 127 v Dakovec 

Varteks v Osijek 

Belisce v Cibalia 


IDUKA WAKES 
UP IN LEAGUE 


Gee 


CONTROVERSY 


banned the regional body from organising any 
football competition. 

‘The CAF letter warned that national football 
associations in east Africa risked punishment if 
they participated in CECAFA-organised events. 

The ban puts into doubt the staging of the 
East and Central Africa Senior Challenge Cup 

in Rwanda in November, 

Obingo is currently in Rwanda to 
inspect the football facilities in 
the landlocked central African 
country. 

Football pundits in 
Nairobi said the decision 


lhe Africa Football Confederation 


(CAF) has suspended its East 
African affiliate accusing it of yio- 
lating regulations, the organisation 
said in a letter to the Confederation of East 
and Central Africa Football Associations 
(CECAFA), 
CAF also suspended CECAPA's general 
secretary Sammy Obingo of Kenya 
from all football activities, the 
letter, obtained by AFP here 
on Tuesday, said. 
"The executive commit- 
tee of CAF, in its ordi- 


nary meeting held in against CECAFA 
Cairo on 19th and 20th appeared to stem from dif- 
September 1998, after ferences between top CAF 
having examined the executives. 


activities of CECAFA, has 
noted that in the past period 
flagrant violation of CAF 
statutes (article 3 para 1)," the let- 
ter, signed by CAF's general secretary 
Mustapha Fahmy, said. 
The African football's governing body also 
put on hold all assistance to CBCAFA and 
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ARE STANDING BY FOR YOUR CALL 


in the run-up to the world's 
football governing body FIFA 
elections last June. 

CECAFA had thrown its support 
behind Sepp Blatter for the organisation's presi- 
dency while CAF backed Lennart Johannson, 
Blatter was elected FIFA's president. 


os Sle 


CALL MICHAEL IN SYDNEY ON . 


9562 0573 qirect Line) 
Mobile: 018 266 337 


Fax: 9550 9332 


E-mail 
soccer@foreignianguage.com.au 
OR call 
LES ON (02) 9562 0507 (direct line) 
JOHN on (02) 97446984 


Sharp differences erupted | 


EGYPTIAN SOCCER 
GIRL POWER 


| 
| 
| 
| 


hirty players rush on to the pitch in Cairo Stadium, 

indulging in the carefree banter common to foot- 

ballers throughout the world. On the sidelines their 

watchful parents wait to escort them home after 
training. 

"After all, they are only girls," said the mother of one of the 
players on Egypt's first women's national soccer team. 

Egypt demolished a traditional male bastion of sport this year 
when it set up a national team for women and then launched the 
Egyptian Association for Women's Football. 

Now more than a dozen women's teams are registered with 
the association and Cairo has started training female referees. 

Hopes are high as the national team trains for the first African 


|. Cup for women in October and for next year’s World Cup, 


‘Their top scorer Wessam Osman, 20, a bandana tied around 
her forehead, paused for breath from training to speak about her 
dreams. 


"Lwant to become a professional footballer," Osman said. 

"There are plenty of women referred to as ‘Miss’ but there are 
not many who are called 'Captain’,” 

‘The establishment of Egypt's first women's national team has 
spurred on development of the sport. Egypt will launch its first 
female tournaments in 1999 and the Sports and Youth Authority 
has decided to set up a special sports school for girls. 

Mohammed Abdel-Aal, head of the authority's Cairo depart- 
ment, said the government was encouraged by the Egyptian 
‘men's team who won the African Cup in February. 

Now their sights are set on the Cup for women to be played in 
Nigeria. 

“It is not hard to believe that women can do it,” he said. "We 
are very hopeful." 

Sahar al-Hawari, who heads the women’s football association 
although she is the only woman on its board, watches the players 
she affectionately calls “her girls" from the sidelines. 

Hawari, known as "Captain Sahar," started women's football 
in Egypt from nothing. 

“Lsuffered a lot," she said. "Now here we are getting ready for 
the African Cup and then hopefully the World Cup." 


TERRIFIC TONY 


Four years ago the team was sarcastically referred to as 
"Sahar's team" before it was given its national status, 

Hawari said she has put her own time and money into the 
sport. "This is a dream that came true," said Hawari. "I knew it 
was not a miracle. I believed in the sport. That is why I am talk- 
ing now from the pitch.” 

More than 40 million girls and women play soccer around the 
world and by the year 2000 it will be 50 million according to the 
world's soccer governing body FIFA. 

Speaking in Paris before the men's World Cup final in July, 
FIFA President Sepp Blatter talked of a rosy future for women in 
football. "The future of football is feminine," he said, _—..- 

Only 15 female football teams are registered with Egypt's 
association even though half of its 62 million people are women. 
Egypt has hundreds of registered football teams for men. 

“Fout years ago no one wanted to play a game perceived as 
solely masculine, We'd take any girl, big or small," said Ashraf 
Shafik, the team's trainer. "Now we are far mote selective, 

But first they had to cross yender hurdles, One father did not 
want his daughter to hear the swear words he associated with 
typical football fans. 

The team’s coaches managed to assuage his fears and: let his 
daughter Magdalene, now a top scorer, compete by convincing 
him most of the audience at women’s football matches were fam- 
ilies. 

Trainers had to argue permission from families who “didn't 
want their girls to look masculine or stay away from home for 
long,” Shafik said. 

The team coach meets with parents every two weeks to brief 
them on the team’s activities and to get their consent, 

As part of the training, the women play men in friendly 
matches, the last of which was in August. The women won 5-0. 

Coach Badr Shehata concedes that training women is different 
from training men. 

"If Lyell at the girls, some might cry. So I either stop yelling, 
which is hard, or they have to get tough," he said. 

"Usually they get tough.” 


SAYS NO 


ge and injury has ruled out a return to the international stage 
for Ghanaian striker Tony Yeboah. 

Yeboah, who plays for German club SV Hamburg, retired 
from the national side after the ill-fated World Cup qualifier 
against Sierra Leone in April 1997 when a row erupted over his 
substitution. 

And in response to an approach for Yeboah to make a come- 
back for Ghana's Nations Cup qualifier match against Cameroun 
‘on Oct. 4, SV Hamburg told the Ghana Football Association 
(GFA) that their man was sticking to his original decision. 

A source at the GFA quoted SV Hamburg as saying: "because 
of his age and a lot of problems with injuries (knee etc) Anthony 
Yeboah retired from the national team a few years ago. 

“After consulting with Yeboah, his situation still hasn't 
changed and he feels not able to play for Ghana." 


arcelona issued a hands-off warning to clubs eyeing its 15- 
year-old Nigerian striker Haurana Babangida by slapping an 
800 million pesetas ($5.3 million), price tag on him. 

Haurana, the younger brother of Ajax Amsterdam and 
Nigerian international striker Tijani Babangida, became the 
youngest person in Spanish league history to have a buyout 
clause inserted into his contract. 

‘The youngster is currently playing for the Barcelona reserve 
team in the Spanish second division but after impressing during 
the preseason, many observers expect him to be incorporated into 
the first-team squad during the December "transfer window." 

Ironically the man whose place he could be taking is his com- 
patriot Emmanuel Ammunike, who has a long-term knee injury 
and is likely to miss the rest of the season. 

Babangida, who celebrates his 16th birthday on October 1, has 
hit the headlines in Spain not just for his prodigious playing abil- 
ity. 
Last season he scored 37 goals in 21 games for Barcelona's 
youth side — which also led to some controversy. 

Injured in one match he was sent to hospital for X-rays which 


some critics said showed that bone scans taken indicated he was 
at least three years older than the date claimed by the Catalan 
club. 

Barcelona club doctors shrugged off the controversy by saying 
Babangida was, “well developed for his age." 


oldiers in the south eastern Nigerian town of Warri shot dead 

two people at the weekend after rioting broke out when the 
referee discontinued a football match, press reports said on 
Tuesday. 

Trouble started when the referee stopped the Sunday match 
after fighting broke out on the pitch between two players of the 
junior-level rivals Agbassa Boys and NPA Selected, said reports 
in the Vanguard and Guardian newspapers. 

The match was almost over, with Agbassa Boys leading 3-2, 
when the referee called a halt to the game after one of the players 
attempted to hit the other with a plank of wood, said the report in 
the Guardian. 

Supporters then began attacking each other with ‘dangerous 
weapons’ the paper added. 

As the violence spilled out of the ground, soldiers were called 
in to restore order and began shooting causing most of the trou- 
blemakers to disperse, the reports said. 

Michael Ogudu, the father of one of the young men killed, 
protested his son's innocence, telling the Vanguard 'He was not a 
criminal so why should he be shot." 

His son had been shot through the neck and died ‘immediate 
ly,'he said. 

Police confirmed the shooting and said it was being inyesti- 
gated, the paper added. 

‘The two youths shot dead were named as Omokiniovo Achere 
and Oge Ogudu. 

Three weeks ago tragedy struck another junior team in Warri 
when 14 members and their coach drowned when their boat sank 
on the Warri river as they were returning home after a successful 
away match. 


ABSW 


NEW LOOK 
BRAZIL DRAW 


n their first outing under the command of coach 

Wanderley Luxemburgo, Brazil's national team tied 
Yugoslavia 1-1 on Wednesday. 

‘The team which had only three World Cup-veterans 
seemed tentative with only a single training under their 
belts. 

Yugoslavia opened up the scoring when Milosevic 
took a long pass, split the defense and chipped a shot 
over the head of goal keeper Andre in the 7th minute. 

But Brazil tied it up shortly after with a free kick by 
Marcelinho hat went past wall and into the right corner 
in 16th minute. 

Yugoslavia lost a man in the 50th minute when 
Grozdic was given a red card after tackling Marcelinho 
from behind, but Brazil was unable to capitalize on the 
‘one man advantage and the game ended tied. 

"T think as a first test it was a good game," said 
Luxemburgo after the match. "Their team is very strong 
and very experienced, Even with a man down they man- 
aged to secure the game." 

Lineups: 

Brazil: Andre, Cafu, Antonio Carlos, Cleber, Felipe 
(Serginho), Marcos Assuncao, Vampeta (Rogerio), 
Marcelinho (Jackson), Rivaldo (Christian), Muller and 
Denilson (Alex). 

Yugoslavia: Krajl (Zilic), Ngegus (Nadj), Savic, 
Djukic, Djorovic, Stanovic (Sarac), Jokanovic, Grozdic, 
Petrovic (Curcic), Milosevic (Kovacevic), Mijatovic. 


a0 Paulo's Nelsinho became the ninth coach to lose 

his job since the Brazilian championships began in 
carly August when he resigned on Wednesday. 

Nelsinho, whose reign lasted seven months and 
included one major title, walked out in disgust after club 
directors sacked several of his assistants. 

“T wasn't told about this, which I consider a lack of 
‘communication and a lack of respect, so I'm including 
myself in the dismissals and I'm leaving Sao Paulo,” said 
Nelsinho. 

It was his third departure from a club in little more 
than a year, 

His exit had been on the cards since Sunday's humili- 
ating 7-2 defeat by Portuguesa in the Brazilian champ- 
ionship. 

Nelsinho arrived at the club in February. Three 
months later the team won the Paulista (Sao 
Paulo state) championship which is held in the first half 
of the year. 

But fortunes have slumped since the sale of forward 


zl a es 
Kiss of death... new Brazil coach Luxemburgo 
expresses his gratitude to scorer Marcelinho. 


third coaches of the championship. 


eanwhile, Mario Zagallo, Brazil's former coach, | 
.will appear in court next month to explain why he 


chose to field striker Ronaldo in the World Cup final. 
Zagallo has been summoned after a lawyer, Edgar 
Ramos de Almeida Pinheiro, launched a legal challenge. 
‘The lawyer said he wanted to know why Ronaldo had 
been selected against France despite suffering conyul- 
sions shortly before the July showpiece. Brazil lost 3-0 


Denilson breaks clear of the Yugoslav defence. Perhaps under Luxemburgo this extravagant talent 
will get the opportunity to shine? 


Denilson to Spanish club Real Betis and a serious knee 
injury to midfielder Rai. 

He is out of action for eight months afier undergoing 
surgery. 

Nelsinho joined Sao Paulo after a brief spell with 
Cruzeiro. Before that he had been in charge of 
Corinthians who he left in August last year because of 
‘what he said was an unhappy atmosphere at the club. 

On Monday struggling Ponte Preta joined the so- 
called "dance of the coaches" when it sacked coach 
Pedro Rocha. 

Flamengo and America-Natal are already on their 


while Ronaldo barely featured in the game. 

The civil court case goes ahead in Rio de Janeiro on 
October 7. 

The Brazilian team doctor and technical director have 


also been ordered to appear, as Well as Ricardo Teixeira, 


president of the Brazilian Football Federation. 
Zagallo was sacked shortly after the World Cup and 
replaced by Wanderley Luxemburgo. 
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SOUTH 


AMERICAN 


ROUND-UP 


he Brazilian championship produced a 
} feast of goals over the weekend, with 51 in 
11 games, In Argentina, Boca Juniors won 
again to stay on top of the table while the 
country's other major club, River Plate, continued 
to slide downwards, 


BRAZIL 


Ba championship leaders Corinthians won 5-4 at 
| Ponte Preta, which fought back from 5-1 behind to 
give its opponents a late scare, while fourth-placed 
Portuguesa hammered Sao Paulo 7-2, four of its goals 
coming in an eight-minute spell in the first half. 

| After the fourth Portuguesa goal, a whole section of 
the Sao Paulo supporters turned their backs to 

| the pitch in protest. 

Flamengo striker Romario scored 
| an early goal for his team, only to 
be upstaged by rival Viola, which 
scored a hat trick as Santos 
fought back to win 4-1 and stay 

| second. 

| Another high-scoring game 

| saw third-placed Sport Recife 
hammer 1996 champions Gremio 
5-0 as the qualifying stage of the 
competition reached its halfway 


mark. 
‘The 24 teams play each other once with the 
top eight going into the quarterfinals. 


ARGENTINA 


ca Juniors, which has not won a title since 1992, 

stayed on top of the Argentine championship with 
a 2-1 win at home to previously unbeaten Newell's Old 
Boys, striker Martin Palermo scoring both of their 
goals. 

They have a three point lead over Union, which lost 
its unbeaten record in.a 2-0 derby defeat by Colon, and 
Gimnasia-La Plata. 

River Plate's miserable season continued with a 2-1 
defeat at Independiente, coached by veteran Cesar Luis 
Menotti. 

River, which has dominated Argentine football in 
the past two years, has lost its way following the sale 
of Chilean striker Marcelo Salas and Paraguayan 
defender Celso Ayala to European clubs. 

River is 16th in the league but is inno danger of rel~ 
egation, which is decided by an average points taken 
over three seasons, 


MEXICO 


uadalajara, which proudly maintains a policy of 

fielding only Mexican players in a 
championship dominated by foreigners, overcame 
America 1-0 in the clash between the country's two 
biggest rivals at the Jalisco stadium, 

Substitute Hector de Angel scored the winner one 
minute before halftime after going on for the 
injured Mexican international Luis Garcia, 

The 18 teams play each other once but are divided 
into four groups with eight sides going into the knock- 
out stage. 

Guadalajara lead Group 1 with Morelia, Necaxa and 
Atlas, 4-0 winners over Atlante, heading the others. 


| CHILE 
| 


CG Colo increased its lead to three points by beat- 
ng bottom-of-the-table Wanderers while second 
placed Concepcion's hopes of an unlikely title took 


dive with a 1-0 defeat at Puerto Montt, 

Universidad de Chile continued its revival with a 4~ 
2 win over Temuco to stay third, seven points behind 
the leaders. 


carrot controversy hit Brazilian on 
Tuesday after Atletico Mineiro striker 
Edmilson ate one of the vegetables in a 
goal celebration at the weekend. 

His gesture was seen as provocative by supporters 
and players of rival team America-Belo Horizonte, 
nicknamed the rabbits, and criticised by former World 
Cup referee Jose Roberto Wright. 

One America player was sent off for a vicious tack- 
Je on Edmilson in the second half in an apparent 
reprisal, 

Edmilson pulled the carrot from his shorts, ran to 
the crowd and began eating it after scoring the 
opening goal in Atletico's 2-0 win in a 
Brazilian championship derby on 

Sunday. 

Both teams come from Belo 
Horzionte, Brazil's third largest city, 
where the carrot celebration became 
a major talking point amongst the 
public. 

"I didn't want to offend anyone with 
the joke, It was just to liven up the 
derby,” Edmilson told the sports daily 
Lance, adding that he kept the carrot in his 

shorts from the start of the game until scoring in 

the 20th minute, 

"Did I find it revolting to eat it? Of course not. I 
don't find my own body revolting.” 

He admitted, however, the America midfielder 
Dinho, the player shown the red card, was not amused, 

“Dinho was upset, He said it was a humiliation. He 
‘was very violent with me and was so angry that he spat 
in my face, He didn't see the funny side,” 

Wright, a referee.in the 1990 World Cup, was 
another critic. 

“What he did ... with the intention of provoking the 
rival fans, merited a yellow card," Wright said. 

"But what most amazes me was the taste the carrot 
must have had. All sweaty and kept in his shorts. The 
Atletico player clearly has a lot of courage and desire 
to make the fans happy.” 

Brazilian players have always been among the: 
trend-setters in eccentric goal celebrations, 

A wave of choreographed moves to mark a goal hit 
the Brazilian game several years ago while the tele- 
phone celebration, in which the goalscorer runs to the 
public phone behind the goal at the Maracana stadium 
and pretends to make a call, has also become popular. 

Two years ago, a Corinthians players caused a 
storm by impersonating a floundering fish after a goal 
‘against Santos -- nicknamed "The Fish." 


Neo goalkeeper Carlos Roa will miss three 
iweeks after dislocating his shoulder in practice, 

Roa, who has yet to concede a goal for high-flying 
Mallorca in the Spanish League this season, picked up 
the injury at the end of Friday's session and a scan on 
Saturday confirmed the Argentine's problem. 

Cesar Galvez took over in goal for Sunday's league 
game at home to Oviedo, as well as the European Cup 
Winners’ Cup first-round second-leg clash with Hearts 
on Thursday coming. 


onaldo has tendon trouble in both legs, which team 
joctor Piero Volpi said on Saturday was a reaction 
to the physical stress of training after a six-week lay- 
off following the World Cup. 
The star, along with Roberto Baggio, will be out for 
an indefinite period of time. Perhaps this wonderful 
player merely needs a little more time off? 
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EX-IRELAND CAPTAIN COACHES 
PANIONIOS’ EURO DEBUT 


Jormer Republic of Ireland and Liverpool 

captain Ronnie Whelan has many long-last- 

ing memories as a soccer player, but since 

his arrival in Greece his sights are set solely 
‘on coaching, 

Whelan took over the Panionios Football Club this 
summer and is about to embark on his first European 
‘campaign as a coach and hosted Haka of Finland (and 
secured 4 2-0 win two weeks ago) in their European Cup 
Winners’ Cup debut. 

This game, however, will not be Whelan’s first taste 
of international soccer, The 37-year-old Dublin native 
had a long, illustrious career which began when he was 
just 14 years old, 

“From the time I was 14 I would take every school 
holiday in Manchester playing amateur football for 
Manchester United,” said Whelan . 

“always assumed I would play for Man U, and when 
Twas 16 they offered me a contract.” 

Amazingly, Whelan turned down the offer. 

“T talked it over with my Dad and we decided it 
would be best for me to stay in Ireland. We figured if 
they were serious, they would be back,” Whelan said, 
Instead of going over to England, Whelan signed with 
Home Farm of the Irish First Division, 

“The level of football wasn’t the best, but it was good 
experience for me,” 

‘The wait proved worthwhile as Liverpool soon 
noticed the 17-year-old midfielder and signed him to a 
contract on his 18th birthday in 1979, 

“It was hard leaving home, but it was a great opportu- 
nity and it’s what 1 wanted to do,” said Whelan, who 
Started playing with the A team before moving up to the 
Reserve team, which is one step below the first team. 

He made his first team debut when he was just 19 at 
Anfield, Liverpool's home ground, against Stoke City. It 
turned out to be a successful day as Whelan scored first 
en route toa 3-1 win. 

‘The memory was tresured by Whelan, but it had to 
last. 

“Tt was a good start, but then I didn’t get back into the 
first team for another year,” he said, 

Whelan went back to the Reserve team, but he soon 
made his international debut for Republic of Ireland. 

His career as an international was both satisfying and 
disappointing. He was a mainstay in the lineup for most 
of his 15-year, 53-cap tenure and even served as captain 
during World Cup qualifying, 

But an injury just before the trip to Italy for the 1990 
World Cup forced him to miss most of the action, By 
1994, when Ireland again qualified for the World Cup in 
the United States, Whelan was al the end of his career 
and younger guys got the playing time, 

“It was very unfortunate for me, I was with Ireland in 
two World Cups but T only played 30 minutes in each 
tournament. But at least I got to play a little,” said 
Whelan. 

“My one main international tournament was the 1988 
European Championships in Germany, I played pretty 
Well and got to play in all three of our games.” 

Even if Whelan’s international career didn't reap any 
hardware, his 15-year Liverpool stint made up for it. 

In those 15 years, Whelan and his team won six 
league titles, two FA Cups and two European Cups, 
although Whelan was on the Reserve team when 


Liverpool won Europe in 1980. 

“Winning the European Cup against Roma in Rome 
on penalties was big, and also captaining Liverpool in 
1989 when we beat Everton in the FA Cup Final,” he 
said, “Those were the greatest moments of my career.” 

Whelan’s Liverpool stay came to an end in 1994, 
when he was transferred to Southend United of the First 
Division, He played one season and spent the next two 
as player-coach. 

“Tenjoyed my time there. We were a small club with 
no money, but we did pretty well. 

“We were even in the promotion race one year, but 
after a string of injuries we finished in the middle of the 
table,” Whelan said. 

A feud with management led to his resignation and 
subsequent year of golf. 

“T was open to offers when I left Southend United, 
but on the other hand I had my first free summer since I 
was a kid and I loved playing golf. But once it started 10 
get cold and I couldn’t play, I started to miss the game,” 
he said. That feeling only lasted through the spring as he 
was contacted by an agent and told that Panionios were 
interested in speaking to him. “They flew me over for 
the Cup Final match against Panathinaikos and we 
talked things over. I wasn’t doing anything at home any- 
way, and this would give me a job back in football, so I 
took it.” 

So far Whelan is enjoying his stay here, but he is anx- 
iously awaiting the arrival of his wife, Elaine, and three 
daughters, 

“The girls seemed to like Greece when they were 
here in August, but my wife is a Liverpool girl and no 
matter how nice it is she would rather be living in 
Liverpool,” Whelan said. 

For the sake of Panionios, let's hope Elaine doesn’t 
go back to Liverpool for quite some time, 


THE MAN WITH THE 
GOLDEN BOOTS 


‘kos Machlas is proving yet again that he is no one 

‘season wonder as he continues on his scoring ways 
as Vitesse Armhem move into second spot two points 
behind Feyenoord in Holland after thrashing Sparta 
Rotterdam 5-1. Machlas scored twice in the first half to 
take his tally for the season to six. Does the European 
Golden Boot beckon? For my money, you betcha! 


HEARD IT THROUGH THE 
GRAPEVINE ... 


+ National coach Anghel lordanescu went to EPO 
with a bunch of bills from stores for stuff that he had 
just purchased for his home and asked them if they 
could take care of them. Needless to say the FA had a 
collective apoplexy... 

* Still with Anghel Iordanescu who requested from 
the team of Olympiakos more news as to when 
Paraskevas Antzas will be back playing with the club. 
Apparently he likes the player and wants to make appro- 
priate plans for him on the Greek National team. 

+ A player from AEK who is one of the fastest in the 
team as well as the A’ Division after the match with 
Vitesse said “T feel like a player from the C’ Division”. 


Demi celebrates his goal. 


Warzycha (left) 


Could it have been Donis, who has been having a shock- 
er of a season so far...? 

* Kostas Haniotakis approached Yiannis Kalitzakis 
after the game at Gelderom and told him “I feel so good 
here in Amhem that it feels like I've just won the lot- 
tery”. 

* A “spy” for a Greek soccer team made a lot of notes 
in his notebook about a player that played exceptionally 
well in one of the games in his country without knowing 
that that player is not able to play in European competi- 
tion matches due to a suspension! 

* The grounds keepers at Gelderom the day before the 
match between AEK and Vitesse when it was AEK’s 
turn to practice opened up the retractable sky dome 
because as they said the field needed to get some fresh 
air! AEK had practice under heavy rain that day! 

+ Kostas Haniotakis made several bad accusations 
about Nikos Mahlas at Greek reporters after the game of 
AEK-Vitesse. Was one of thos accusations that Nikos is 
Greece's best striker? I think not. 

+ Kristof Warzycha’s leg injury appears worse than 
first thought. After appearing to be out for three weeks, 
it now seems he will be out for at least six weeks miss- 


ing a minimum of two Champions League games in the 
process, 


CANADA'S TVK EYES GREEK 
SOCCER TEAM STAKE 


Canadian mining company TVX Gold’s Greek sub- 
sidiary wants to buy a 51 percent stake in northern 
Greece's most popular soccer club, PAOK Thessaloniki, 
the club said on Friday. 

TVX, through the subsidary TVX Hellas, has invest- 
ed more than $600 million in various mining concerns in 
northern Greece. It has, however, run into a number of 
problems over environmental issues. 

Vassilis Voulgarakis, PAOK's press officer, said the 
team was considering the offer. “Our main interest is to 
provide the team with the necessary financial backing. 
This would certainly be covered by a company such as 
TVX,” he said. 

Officials from TVX were not immediately available 
for comment. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 


‘uventus set a dubious club record on Wednesday — 

for the smallest attendayce at their Delle Alpi stadi- 
um. 

Just 583 paying spectators turned up to watch the 
Jeague champions beat Serie B. side Ravenna 4-0 in the 
second round of the Italian Cup. 

‘The vast concrete stadium on the outskirts of Turin 
has a capacity of 69,041. 

‘The previous lowest attendance at the Delle Alpi was 
787 against Serie C side Brescello in the same round of 
the same competition last season. 

Fenerbahce said on Tuesday they were close to sign- 
ing Portuguese international defender Manuel Dimas 
from Italian champions Juventus. 

"J am sure this transfer will be finalised (on 
Wednesday),” Anatolian news agency quoted the 
‘Turkish club's director of football, Ali Yildirim, as say- 
ing. 

No one was immediately available at the chub to con- 
firm the report. Yildirim gave no indication of the size 
of the deal for Dimas, a left back who has failed to carve 
out a regular first team place at Juventus. 


Te ‘and trophies were showered on Ronaldo and 
Juventus as the two rivals swept the board at the 
Italian Oscars, 

Ronaldo was voted Player of the Year by members of 
the Italian Footballers’ Union, and was also named Best 
Foreign Player at the ceremony on Monday night. 

Juventus were voted best team, with the reigning 
champions picking up three further prizes for 
Alessandro De! Piero as Best Italian Player, Marcello 
Lippi as best coach and Angelo Peruzzi as best goal- 
Keeper. 

Best Young Player went to Lazio defender 
‘Alessandro Nesta, who is still recovering after damaging 
‘cruciate ligaments during Italy's World Cup campaign in 
France. 

Ronaldo said: ‘It's really moving to have won the 
award, it's perhaps the most important one T have ever 
had because it comes from the players, and from a 
championship as difficult as the Italian one, 


‘Tt was a particularly tough 
season for Inter and a new one 
has already started. I'm doing 
everything I can to reach top 
form and I can sce that I'm 
improying every day. 

‘Match after match, I realise 
things are getting better and that 
oon I'll be able to play my best 
football. 

Del Piero played down his 
defeat to the Brazilian for the 
top prize, saying: ''m happy for 
him. It doesn't matter that I did- 
nit win, it's great just to be here 
with all these top players.’ 

‘The striker received an even 
more precious award on 
Sunday, when his teammates 
yoted to give him the captain's 
armband. 

‘It was a wonderful surprise, 
Del Piero admitted. "Even 
though I'm the captain from 
now on, I'll still listen to what 
Peruzzi, Di Livio and Ferrara 
have to say. They were exam- 
ples to me, and they still are 
today.’ 

Lippi was satisfied with his 
prize, and the fact that his team 
haye six points from two league 
games despite being short of 
their best. 

‘As far as the results go, 
everything is fine,’ he said. "The 
team however have to improve, 
though that’s only to be expect 
ed.” Title challengers Inter, 
Parma and Lazio haye only won 
one game between them so far, but Lippi said: "I'm con- 
vinced it's all down to the physical preparation. 

"Teams who have provided players for the national 
side and who are also in European competition haven't 
had great results, There have been few wins and a lot of 
draws.’ 


‘talian sports chief Mario Pescante was questioned for 

three hours on Tuesday by a government enquiry into 

the shambles surrounding Italy's dope testing pro- 
mme. 

Pescante, president of the Italian Olympic committee 
(COND, is on the rack after revelations that only a frac- 
tion of footballers’ urine samples were ever tested for 
steroids and that test records were destroyed after two 
months. 

‘The commission of enquiry, headed by jurist Carlo 
Federico Grosso, was ordered by the country's deputy 
prime minister Walter Veltroni. 

Pescante said afterwards that his questioners were 
‘very well briefed, experts in the area and I am sure they 
will do good work.’ 

Next up before Grosso was Giorgio Santilli, who was 
sacked by the CONI on Monday as president of the 


Italian Sporting Doctors Federation (FMSI) which runs 
the test laboratory at the centre of the scandal. 

Santilli was due to’be followed in by Luciano 
Nizzola, head of the Italian football federation. Nizzola 
said on Monday he would be seeking compensation 
from the FMSI after paying nearly a million dollars a 
year for full dope tests. 


Rez Baggio has emerged unscathed after narrow- 
ly avoiding a head-on collision with a lorry. 
Baggio's Mercedes was crossing the small town of 
Semiana, south of Milan, on Monday afternoon when 
the oncoming lorry wandered into his lane, forcing the 
Inter Milan ace to try and swerve out of the way. 

He avoided a head-on collision, but the left side of his 
Mercedes was still hit by the truck, causing minor dam- 
age. Baggio and two other occupants were unhurt, while 
police charged the Polish lorry driver with a driving 
offence. 


Es Milan are being offered bonuses estimated at 
$400,000 per player this season — but not a cent for 
‘coming in second. Club president Massimo Moratti, 
who owns an oil-refining empire, had a meeting on 


Monday with team skipper Giuseppe Bergomi and 
defender Francesco Colonnese to discuss the cash 
prizes. 

Moratti's offer is believed to be 300 million lira 
($170,000) each for winning the league title after finish- 
ing second last season, and the same amount ‘again for 
‘winning the European Champions League. 

‘About a further 50 million lira ($30,000) is on offer 
for winning the little-valued Italian Cup, and there will 
be a special extra bonus on top if Inter Mitan defy the 
odds and win all three trophies, 

Bergomi would not go into figures, saying: "We dis- 
cussed prize money and there will be one for every com- 
petition. But the president will not admit any bonuses 
for second places." 


the English Premier League club is discussing a 

Juve general manager Luciano Moggi and is keen on 
Juventus are really enthusias~ 
Crystal Palace last season | } 
about a deal in which they 
loaned them some of their ( 
tion from the Premier League 
thought to be top of their list. 

"If it developed there would obviously be the oppor- 


‘est Ham manager Harry Redknapp revealed that 

link-up with Juventus. 

Redknapp travelled to Rome at the weekend to meet 
forming an association with the Serie A club. 

He said; “It is clear 
tic about inking up with us. pice xe 

Juventus approached 
would haye invested money 
in the London club and 
young stars. 

But since Palace's relega- 
Juventus’ interest has cooled 
and West Ham are now 

Redknapp added: "It has possibilities for both clubs 
but that’s as far as it has gone at the moment. 
tunity for us to loan and buy top players from Juventus 
when they become available." 
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DANGEROUS 
PROFESSION! 


jor those of us who thought being a 

professional player was all glamour, 

maybe this will make you think 

twice! Rising violence amongst 
Romanian fans has spawned a new phenom- 
enon in the country’s post-communist sport 
—the gun-carrying soccer star. 

No longer content to confine their rage to 
smashing buses and shop windows or setting 
fire to stadium seats, supporters have tured 
their fury towards the teams, 

The players have reacted quickly and carry- 
ing a firearm is now viewed almost as a stan- 
dard precaution by some of the first division's 
more celebrated — and targeted — names. 

“Our players now bring pistols to’ training 
sessions and matches because they are afraid of 
unpredictable behaviour by fans,” Romania’s 
Pro Sport daily wrote recenily, 

In the Black Sea port of Constanta, after the 
local side were beaten 1-0 by National 
Bucharest, a frenzied fan began punching 
National’s Stelian Carabas near the dressing 
room. 

‘The assault came to an abrupt end when 
team mate Gheorghe Butoiu thrust a 9mm pis- 
tol into the attacker’s face, 

“Thad the gun with me because I was sure 
that things would get worse,” Butoiu said, 
“Unfortunately, I was right.”” 

‘The Romanian Soccer Federation (FRF) has 
decided not to become involved in the issue. 
“The FRF has no responsibility in this matter,” 
the federation’s general secretary Adalbert 
Kassai said. 

“Owning a gun is a personal issue for every 
individual in this country. A soccer player is 
free to défend his integrity in whatever way he 
feels is best,” 

Steaua Bucharest coach Mihai Stoichita said 
he always has his gun at hand. “After violent 
Supporters forced my flat door last year and 
threatened to kill my family, I bought a pistol to 
defend them,” he said, 

National Bucharest goalkeeper Cristian 
Munteanu admitted to owning a $500 
Browning pistol and said several of his team 
‘mates had also bought weapons. 

Goalkeeper Bogdan Lobont, newly promoted 
to the national squad, said he acquired a gun 
when his team, Rapid Bucharest, were having a 
{ough time in the league two years ago. 

“I was afraid sometimes when angry sup- 
Porters would approach me on. the street and 
ask why we were doing so badly,” Lobont said, 

Players at Steaua and Dinamo, who are tradi- 
tionally linked to Romania's armed forces, are 
also reported to be heavily armed, 

Neither officials nor players would offer any 
comment but a source close to Steaua said: 
“Some players keep guns all the time — in thei 
cars, equipment bags or even in their pockets.” 

Since Dinamo striker Ioan Viadoiu’s house 
was ransacked by thieves a year ago, he has 
kept several guns — and three imposing guard 
dogs — at his home. 

“The danger is becoming greater in 
Bucharest," he said. “So, I have t6 be very care- 
ful.” 

Some players said the biggest threat came 
not from fans disgruntled at a club's poor form, 
but from those convinced that star players 
returning from abroad were easy targets for 
extorting money. 

“Refusing to give money could become dan- 
gerous,” said national team player Constantin 
Galca, of Spanish club Espanyol. “When you 
refuse, frustrated supporters spit at you and hurl 
abuse,” 

If the players have to carry guns, one must 
worry for the referees! At the same hearing, 
two other first division teams, Gazovik- 
Gazprom Izhevsk and Kamaz Naberezhnye 
Chelny, were each fined 50,000 roubles for fail- 
ing to show up for their last away games, 

Wonder if the Romanian players who carry 
guns had thought of just carrying a mobile 
phone instead! 


Fe hooliganism and ticket quotas, traffic 
jams are the main problem for the Euro 
2000 soccer championship in Belgium and the 


Netherlands, according to tournament director 
Alain Courtois . 

“Eyerybody's talking about security and 
tickets, but what's keeping me busy more is the 


mobility problem,” Courtois told Het 


Nieuwsblad newspaper. 

“How are people going to reach and leave 
the stadium? How do we make sure that it isn’t 
a nuisance for people? We need good public 
transport between both countries to avoid traf- 
fic jams. This will be the (main) problem of 
Euro 2000," he said, 


Euro 2000 


e 
Courtois dismissed reports that construction 


works in Euro 2000 stadiums were behind 
schedule. 


Preparations for the finals have recently been | 


attacked in the Dutch and Belgian media. 
UEFA denied a report it had threatened to take 
the finals away from the Belgian and Dutch co- 
hosts. 

“I'm regularly in contact with UEFA. Never 
did I hear any criticism or warnings,” Courtois 
said. 

He said a number of areas — including secu- 
tity and ticket distribution — had not yet been 
finalised, 

Euro 2000 will announce the schedule and 
ticket distribution plans for the tournament at a 
news conference in Rotterdam on October 27, 


Ro First Division club Spartak Nalchik 
lave been fined and banned from playing 
at home for five matches following an incident 
Where a fan broke a referee's nose with a 
mobile phone, 

‘The Russian league’s disciplinary committee 
also gave Nalchik reserve goalkeeper 
Alexander Chikhradze a life ban for running on 
to the pitch during the same match and punch- 
ing a linesman in the chest, Itar-Tass news 
agency said. 

‘The committee met for several hours to hear 
the case of referee Nikolai Ivanoy, who was 
assaulted by a local fan after a 1-1 draw with 
Arsenal Tula in Nalchik, capital of the ethnic 
Southern region of Kabardino-Balkaria. 

Ivanov said he was hit in the face as he 
walked down the tunnel to the dressing rooms, 

Leonid Lipovoi, competition director for the 
Russian league, had said Spartak could be 
banned from the league, 


But Spartak escaped with a fine of 10,000 | 


roubles, somewhere between $600 or $800. 
‘They were also barred from playing their next 
five home matches in their own stadium, 

A top Russian soccer official rejected sug- 
gestions the league had been too soft on 
Spartak. 


“I don’t think it was a lenient sentence | 


towards the team from Nalchik,” Vladimir 
Rodionov, general secretary of the Russian 
Football Union, told Reuters. 


Re side Metz have had a shocker of a 
Start to the league, 540 minutes without 


scoring before last weekend’s games. And | 


instead of playing a Champions’ League match 
this week it faces possible first round elimina- 
tion from the UEFA Cup. 

Beset by injuries, Metz has not won in nine 
matches, including three in Europe, and started. 
its seventh league game at Lorient in 16th place 
with three points and a 0-6 goals record. "It's 
true this is terrible,” said an exasperated club 
official last week, 

A small club, Metz have been weakened 
since last season by the departure of France's 
Robert Pires to Olympique Marseille and 
Cameroon defender Rigobert Song and mid- 
fielder Joceyin Blanchard to Italy. 


DUTCH STAR ON THE MEND 


lass Dutch international defender Winston Bogarde 
could be back in action by the end of the year, after 
making a faster than expected recovery from a bro- 
ken leg, 
The Barcelona centre-back sustained a fractured right fibia in 
a training session 
the day after the 
Netherlands’ World 
Cup quarter final 


victory over 
Argentina, 
He was expected 


to be out of action 
until February 1999 
but the 27-year-old 
has made significant 
progress and is now 
hoping to return 
before the end of the 


year. 

“The break has 
now healed almost 
completely,” 


Dutch fans will get to see Bogarde 


Bogarde said on 
‘sooner than expected Tuesday after visit- 
ing his Barcelona 
team mates. 
“I'm in good physical condition and I'm working five to six 


hours a day to get back. 
“I originally talked about a six or seven month lay-off but I 


think it will be sooner than that.” 


Gm: seemingly endless search for players continues, 
‘with new coach Erich Ribbeck, who fell out with Thomas 
Strunz when coaching Bayer Munich, said the defensive mid- 
fielder was in line for an international recall, 

Talking about his dispute with the player, Ribbeck told 
Bavarian television: “That was five years ago. I'm glad that 
‘Thomas is available for a recall and it is very likely that he will 
be in the squad.” 

Ribbeck, who replaced Berti Vogts earlier this month, will 
announce his squad on Monday for two Euro 2000 qualifiers, 
away to Turkey on October 10 and Moldova four days later. 

Strunz, 30, last played for Germany in a 1-1 draw with 
Northem Ireland in November 1996, 

He has been impressive so far this season with Bayer, who 
top the Bundesliga standings after winning their first five match- 
es. 


Ribbeck, who coached Bayern in the 1992-93 season, is 


“ expected to rely heavily on players from the Munich club, 


However, he will have to do without midfielder Stefan 
Effenberg, who said on Sunday that he wanted to concentrate on 
Playing for Bayern and would not play in the national team any 
more, which is understandable to a certain degree given his age 
and club commitments, 

Effenberg has only recently been re-selected in the German 
squad after being sent home in disgrace from the 1994 World 
Cup, and has this time decided to quit the national team. 
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‘ungarian soccer authorities said on 

Wednesday they will introduce a compulsory 

identity card scheme for supporters from 
next season in a bid to curb a wave of soccer hooli- 
ganism that has hit the country. 
Aitila Kovacs, president of the Hungarian Football 
Federation (MLSZ), told reporters the card system 
would be accompanied by other moves aimed at increas- 
ing security in stadiums and driving hooligans out of the 
game. 

"Supporters go to matches to support and barbarians 
come to be barbarians,” said Kovacs. 

“If some people come to stadiums to show how vio- 
lent and how strong they can be we have to show our 
strength too." Kovacs said the precise workings of the 
identity card scheme had not yet been decided but only 
fans with the card would be able to buy tickets or enter 
stadiums. Hooliganism has been on the rise in Hungary 
and some of the worst violence came at the Budapest 
derby on Saturday between Ujpest and Ferencyaros. 

Ferencvaros fans went on the rampage following their 
team's 2-1 defeat, trashing seating and throwing stones 
before riot police intervened with teargas. 

Fans fought a running battle with police in the streets 
sorrounding the stadium, smashing cars and shop win- 
dows and hurling road signs at the police. 

‘The MLSZ has ordered Ferencvaros to play their next 
game behind closed doors and has closed four sections 
of the Ujpest stadium. * 

Television pictures of the riot shocked the country 
and the matter was raised in parliament with politicians. 
from all parties calling for strict anti-hooligan legisla- 
tion. 

Kovacs said the MLSZ would be writing to 
Hungarian Prime Minister Victor Orban asking for his 
cooperation in the fight against soccer violence. 


Ge scoring midfielder Andreas Moeller has 
‘joined the ever growing band of Ewill they 
wont they, players and said he will be available for 
selection under new Germany coach Erich Ribbeck 
{above at Milan’s San Siro last week). 

‘The availability or otherwise of a number of top play- 
crs has haunted the squad since the World Cup, leaving 
Ribbeck with a difficult task, However the veteran 
‘Moeller is keen to play. 

“T have explained to him that I am ready to play for 
the national team again,” Moeller told daily Bild in an 
interview. 

‘The 31-year-old Borussia Dortmund player had said 
following a disappointing World Cup that he wanted to 
drop out of international football for a while. 

Moeller, who fell out with former coach Berti Vogts 
in France, said he has spoken with Ribbeck. 

“I believe that Ribbeck will treat me in a fair way,” 
he told Bild, hinting his difficult relationship with Vogts 
had been the reason for his decision to stand down. 

Ribbeck was appointed earlier this month after Vogts 
resigned, 

Moeller has appeared 82 times for Germany. One of 
the most talented players in the Bundesliga, he has never 
quite lived up to expectations while on duty with the 
national team. 

Ribbeck was due to unveil yesterday his squad for 
two European championship qualifiers away to Turkey 
and Moldova next month. 

In other German news Schalke 04 libero Olaf Thon 
was due to play his 400th Bundesliga match at home to 


Bayer Leverkusen on the weekend, but he does not plan 
to retire just yet. 

“Pd like to extend my contract once more,” said the 
32-year-old Thon, whose current agreement with the 
Gelsenkirchen club runs until the end of the season. 

‘Schalke 04 manager Rudi Assauer said: “I hope he 
will stay with us for a few more years. He is still by far 
Germany's best libero and he’s such a great guy.” 

‘Thon, who was born in Gelsenkirchen, played for 
Schalke from 1984 to 1988 before spending six years at 
Bayem Munich. He retuned to Schalke in 1994. 

‘One of the most popular characters in German soccer, 
Thon played 52 times for Germany. He retired from 
international football after the World Cup finals in 
France where he played second fiddle to another veter- 
an, Lothar Matthaeus. 


Re Madrid winger Savio Bortolini has called for 
ore protection from referees. The Brazilian 
forward has been the star performer so far in Real's 
surge to the top of the table. 

But his success has brought with it some rough treat- 
ment from opposition defences. The tricky winger, 
whose meandering runs left Inter Milan dumbfounded in 
their recent Champions’ League clash, reflected: “I sup- 
pose I get fouled a lot because I play with the ball at my 
feet so much, but I’m not going to change my style of 
play because it’s one of my best features. 

“The people who should change their thinking are the 
referees — they're the ones who have to cut out the vio- 
lence. 

“Tackling is a part of football but if someone comes 
in from behind then the red card must be shown. I've 
suffered a lot with violent tackles so far this season and 
it’s only luck that I haven't had a serious injury.” 


Ms fun and games in Romania saw the coach of 
first division Universitatea Craiova, already 
banned for a year for attacking a referee, punching 
and kicking journalists filming his daughter’s wed- 


The independent Mediafax media agency said Ilie 
Balaci had barred reporters trying to make their way into 
Craiova town hall to cover his daughter Lorena’s wed- 


ding to Universitatea player Eugen Trica. 

Mediafax said Balaci shouted abuse at one camera- 
man and kicked another in the back, It quoted eyewit- 
nesses as saying that Balaci had screamed at journalists 
that no one without an invitation would be admitted to 
what was a private event. 

The Romanian Professional Soccer League this 
month banned Balaci for a year and fined him for strik- 
ing a referee in the face with a soccer stud after Craiova 
Jost a match in the southem Romanian city, Hopefully in 
the coming weeks ABSW can bring you more positive 
news on the Romanian game! 


jee World Cup midfielder Zinedine Zidane 
(above) had to leave Juventus's top-of-the-table clash 
with Parma on Saturday with a knee injury. 

Zidane, whose two goals in the final helped France to 


its World Cup victory over Brazil in July, bruised his | 


knee during Juventus’ opening game of the season at 
Perugia two weeks ago. 


Athletic Bilbao 2 Ismael! Urzaiz 21, Santiago 
Ezquerro 81 Real Madrid 3 - Raul Gonzalez 12, 
Pedrag Mijatovic 54, Savio Bartolini 58. 

Half-time: 1-1 

Attendance: 42,000 


Valladolid 3 Alen Peternac 35, Javier Torres 
Gomez 37, Alberto Lopez 88 Valencia 1 - Miguel 
Angel Angulo 31 

Half-time: 2-1 

Attendance: 16,000 


Barcelona 2 Patrick Kluivert 41, 57 Celta Vigo 2 
Michel Salgado 43, Alexandre Mostovoi 90 
Half-time: 1-1 

Attendance: 80,000 (Kluivert of Barca pic right). 


Atletico Madrid 4 Roberto Prieto 4, Kiko 36, Jordi 
Lardin 42 pan, Fernando Correa 78 Real 
Sociedad 1- Oscar de Paula 89 pen 

Half-time: 3-0 

Attendance: 36,000 


Real Betis 1 Ivan Perez 79 Extremadura 1 Ferrari 
88 Red card: Ito Alvarez (Real Betis) 85 

Half-time: 0-0 

Attendance: 30,000 


SPANISH UPDATE 


Leading scorers in the Spanish first division; 

5 - Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid) 3 - Patrick 
Kluivert (Barcelona), Pedrag Mijatovic (Real 
Madrid) 2 - Gheorghe Craioveanu (Villareal), 
Marcos Vales (Real Zaragoza), Miguel Angel 
Angulo (Valencia), Savio (Real Madrid), Ismael 
Urzaiz (Athletic Bilbao), Kiko (Atletico Madrid) 


Benfica 3 - Nuno Gomes 32pen, 70, 90 pen 
Maritimo 4 - Herivelto Moreira 22 

Halftime: 1-1 

Attendance: 30,000 


Porto 2 - Paulinho Santos 15, Mario Jardel 60 
Vitoria Guimaraes 0 


Club Bruges 3 - Nordin Jbari 47, 65, Sven 
Vermant 90 Lierse 1 - Eric Van Meir 55 pen 

| Half-time: 0-0 3 

| Attendance: 13,000 


Westerlo 7 - Toni Brogno 8, Jochen Janssen 11, 
36, 75, Rudy Janssens 14, Paul Franken 85, Coen 
Burg 88 Ostend 0 

Half-time: 4-0 

Attendance: 4,500 


Beveren 0 Ghent 3 - Laurent Delorge , Sandy 
Martens, Cedric Roussel pen 
Half-time: 0-1 


Charleroi 1 - Bertin Tokene Genk 1 - Branko 
Strupar Red card: Laurent Wuillaux 
Half-time: 0-1 


SCORES FROM BELGIUM 


SCORES FROM PORTUGAL 


Half-time: 1-0 
Attendance: 20,000 


Sporting Lisbon 3 - Edmilson Pimenta 24, Ivaylo 
lordanov 25, Leandro Machado 82 Estrela 
Amadora 0 

Half-time: 2-0 


Germinal Ekeren 1 - Kurt Morhaye 75 Lokeren 
1 - Jan Koeller 32 
Half-time: 0-1 


Sint-Truiden 1 - Filip Fiers 74 Harelbeke 0 
Half-time: 0-0 - 


Lommel 2 - Mitek Waligora Anderlecht 2 - Patrick 
van Diemen Par Zetterberg pen 
Half-time: 1-1; Attendance; 10,000 


Excelsior Mouscron 1 - Gonzague Van Dooren 
21 Standard Liege 5 - Olivier Besengez 220g 
Stijn Haeldermans 54, Ivica Momar 55, Dimitri De 
Conde 77 Gauthier Remacle 89 

Half-time: 1-1 

Attendance: 9,000 


Cambuur Leeuwarden 2 - Rene van Rijswijk 13 
Kenan Durmusoglu 56 Graafschap Doetinchem 0 
Half-time: 1-0 

Attendance: 8,000 


Roda JC Kerkrade 0 RKC Waalwijk 0 
Attendance: 6,000 


NEC Nijmegen 2 - Maikel Renfurm 22 Ulrich 
Cruden 78 Heerenveen 0 

Half-time: 1-0 

Attendance: 8,500 


Fortuna Sittard 0 MVV Maastricht 1 - Emerson 2 


SCORES FROM HOLLAND 


Half-time: 0-1 
Attendance: 6,000 


Feyenoord 3 - Julio Cruz 11, 90 Igor Korneev 
90pen Willem Ii Tilburg 2 - Adil Ramzi 37 Huub 
Loeffen 90 

Half-time: 1-1 

Attendance: 32,000 


Vitesse Amhem 5 - Nikos Machlas 10, 28 Dejan 
Curovie 73 Mare van Hintum 80 Martijn Reuser 84 
Sparta Rotterdam 1 - Erik Tammer 74 

Half-time: 2-0 

Attendance: 21,000 


SOUTHAMPTON’S 


CUP DISASTER 


remier League Southampton’s dismal start to the season 

gathered pace on Wednesday when they were dumped out 

of the English League Cup by second division Fulham. 

Southampton, at the bottom of the league, had former 
England defender Carlton Palmer sent off as they stumbled to a 
1-0 defeat in the home leg of their second round tie. 

Dirk Lehmann earned Fulham a 2-1 aggregate win with a strike 
after just 10 minutes. Palmer was shown the red card after clashing 
with Lehmann in the 36th minute. 

‘The three other Premier League sides in action made it through to 
the third round but Tottenham and Everton did not have things all 
their own way. 

Tottenham started badly against third division Brentford, falling 
behind to an Andy Scott goal after just 52 seconds to make the aggre- 
gate score 
3-3, 

Allan Nielsen settled the premier league side's nerves with a 24th 
minute equalizer, central defender Sol Campbell put them 2-1 ahead 
on the night with a diving header in the 46th minute and Chris 
Armstrong added a third after seven minutes later. 

Lloyd Owusu scored a second for Brentford in the 74th minute but 
Spurs held on to win 3-2. 

Everton, reduced to 10 men in the 70th minute of their home leg 
against Huddersfield, fell behind after just 44 seconds against the first 
division leaders. Marcus Stewart put Huddersfield 2-1 ahead on aggre- 
gate. 

Everton equalised through Frenchman Olivier Dacourt's 25-metre 
free kick in the 29th minute and Marco Materazzi put them 3-2 ahead 
on aggregate three minutes before halftime, 

But they faced a difficult final 20 minutes after Materazzi was dis- 
missed for an off-the-ball incident. 

A 27th minute Paulo Wanchope goal gave premier league Derby a 
1-0 away win over second division Manchester City and a 2-1 aggre- 
gate triumph, 

Holders Chelsea enter the competition in the next round. 

And first division Bury's 2-1 defeat was enough to knock out 
Crystal Palace 4-2 on aggregate, 

In other games, Reading beat Barnsley 4-1 on aggregate following 
a 1-1 draw, Tottenham beat Brentford 3-2 for a 6-4 aggregate win and 
Derby edged out Manchester City, beating them 1-0 for a 2-1 victory. 

Peter Beardsley orchestrated Fulham's victory with a vintage dis- 
play as Palmer's blunder handed Fulham their goal in the 10th minute. 

Palmer's night to forget began when he clumsily trod on the ball 
and handed Beardsley the chance to run clear and set up German 
Striker Dirk Lehmann, who made no mistake. 

The former England midfielder Palmer, playing in the centre of 
defence, was booked 30 seconds later following a tussle in the Fulham 
penalty area, 

Referee Paul Durkin had no option but to dismiss him in the 36th 
minute when he was guilty of a horrendous late challenge on 
Lehmann in the centre circle, 

Crystal Palace were always up against it following their 3-0 first leg 
defeat but they started brightly when Clinton Morrison put them ahead 
in just the eighth minute. 

Laurent D'Jaffo restored Bury’s three-goal aggregate lead in the 
25th minute before Palace's Chinese import Fan Zhiyi gave them a 
consolation second leg win. 

Marco Materazzi scored the winner and was sent off as Everton 
survived a late Huddersfield onslaught to avoid another embarrassing 
early League Cup exit. 

Italian Materazzi backheeled his new club into a lead they never 
telinquished after 42 minutes but was sent off 20 minutes before the 
end of an explosive tie. 

Materazzi was booked in the first-half for protesting after seeing his 
header controversially disallowed because Duncan Ferguson was in an 
offside position. 

And he was then given his marching orders for a late tackle on 
Marcus Stewart — with referee Jeff Winter only cautioning Materazzi 
two minutes after the incident took place. 

Sam Collins tripped Don Hutchison 25 yards out and from the free- 
kick, Frenchman Olivier Dacourt curled the ball beyond Nico Vaesen 
in the 29th minute. 

‘That strike — like Materazzi's, his first in English football - put his 
side back on level terms after Marcus Stewart had given Huddersfield 
the lead after 44 seconds, 

George Graham will inherit a team still in the League Cup if, as 
expected, he takes charge of Tottenham before the week is out. 

Spurs survived a tricky test and in the end went through with rela- 
tive comfort thanks to goals from Allan Neilsen, Sol Campbell and 
Chris Armstrong. 

But, as in the first leg, they had to come from behind before dispos- 
ing of their Third Division opponents. 

A freak goal by Paulo Wanchope in the first half eased Derby into 
the third round at Manchester City's Maine Road ground. 

Manchester City fans, who suffered a quick and painful fall from 


the top flight, were reminded what Premiership football is all about, 
and at times it was not pretty to watch. 

A Darren Caskey final minute penalty to equalize at 1-1 against 
Barnsley saved a home defeat for Reading after Ashley Ward's opener on 
85 minutes, 


Crystal Palace .. seed Bury... eee | 
(Bury won 4-2 on aggregate) 
BERD oegcrine Suan esis .2 Huddersfield 1 
(Everton won 3-2 on aggregate) 
Manchester City ........226+ 0 Derby County 1 
(Derby win 2-1 on aggregate) 
Reading. .....0.0eseseseeeeL — BRIM swennnesacypsnenenel 


(Barnsley won 4-1 on aggregate) 


FUIBAM wsssssrououremerenoenel 


Tottenham Hotspur,.........3  Bremtfordasssusssonemmenenl 


(Tottenham won 6-4 on aggregate) 


Ses McMahon blamed fans' treatment of his family for forcing 
him to quit as Swindon manager — hard on the heels of reports 
that Kenny Dalglish had been ambushed at a match by angry 
Newcastle supporters, 

Dalglish, who parted company with Newcastle last month, was said 
to have been confronted as he made his way to his car shortly before 
the end of a reserve match in Rotherham on Tuesday. The former 
Newcastle manager had been watching his son Paul play - and score - 
for the reserves. 

Rotherham commercial manager Dave Nicholls said that Dalglish 
had been ambushed by a gang of fans of his former club before dri- 
ving off at speed. Nicholls said: ‘Earlier, I saw him in the stand and 
there was no bother, He signed a lot of autographs for youngsters and 
word got round that he was in the ground.’ 

Confirmation of the fracas came from Newcastle United's Club 
Call, the official voice of the club. They reported that Dalglish had 
been involved in a disturbance with 'so-called supporters’. 

However, Newcastle spokesman Graham Courtney said: 'We have 
spoken to Kenny and he said that nothing happened. That is the end of 
it as far as we are concemed.” 

McMahon said his decision to leave Swindon after four years had 
been made after supporters abused his wife as she left the County 
Ground after Saturday's 4-1 thrashing by Watford. 

He said; 'It was a family decision for me to come to Swindon in the 
first place and when all this started to affect my family 1 knew it was 
time to go. 

‘can't keep putting my family through things like thet. They have 
had to moye back to Southport and that's no good for anyone. I just 
hope the fans are happy now and they will come back to watch games 
again. The club desperately needs bums on seats. Otherwise it's going 
to go under.’ 

McMahon, 37, took Swindon to the Second Division title in 1995- 
96 during his four seasons in charge. 

But fan power made it inevitable that he would leave, despite 
efforts by chairman Rikki Hunt to persuade him to stay. 

‘The chairman said: ‘We tried until the last minute to keep Steye but 
it got to the point where something had to happen. It's very sad. 
Because people don't understand the financial problems we have had 
they don't realise Steve hasn't been given a lot of money. Even so, he's 
done a good job.’ 

Dalglish and McMahon are the latest in a line of managers to suffer 
at the hands of fans. 


Jimmy Mullen’s departure from Burnley two years ago followed a | 


bunch of yobs holding a lighter to his wife's dress in a fish and chip 
shop. 

As long ago as the 1960s Everton manager Harry Catterick was 
attacked by fans. Tommy Docherty was once set upon by a couple of 
Manchester City supporters at Stockport station. 

More recently, Ian Branfoot was hounded out of Southampton then 
Fulham in concerted campaigns of viciousness. Supporters of the 
south coast club even passed on insulting T-shirts to Fulham follow- 
ers. 

There were death threats to him and his family which were too 
nasty and too frequent to ignore. 

None of which will probably prevent McMahon or Delglish return 
ing to management. 


But the day is fast approaching when a manager's contract will | 


include-a clause on danger money. 


late equalizer from Rod 
Wallace gave the Glasgow 
Rangers a hard-earned 
1-1 draw at Aberdeen on 
Wednesday to maintain their top 
place in the Scottish Premier 
League. 

But Rangers retained their lead 
only on goal difference after 
Kilmarnock joined them on 12 points 
from six games by beating struggling 
Dundee 2-1 through a last minute 
winner from Kevin McGowne, 

“The woes of champions Celtic 
increased when visitors St Johnstone 
won 1-0 at Parkhead for the first time 
| in 30 years. Celtic ave now won only 
| one of their last six games in domestic 
and European football and fell back to 
fifth place on nine points from seven 
matches, 

Rangers looked as though they would 
be joining their Old Firm rivals in 
defeat, as they trailed for most of the 
game at Pittodrie to a fourth-minute free 
kick by Boin Jess from 20 metres. 

Lorenzo Amoruso then hit the post 
for Rangers with a 35-metre shot and the 
thrilling match then saw Rangers keeper 
Lionel Charbonnier make a wonderful 
| save to stop David Rowson making it 2- 
in the 35th minute. 

Wallace incredibly hit the post from 
only a metre out just before half time 
and goalkeeper Jim Leighton twice 
denied him in the second half with 
superb saves before the Englishman 


anchester United boss 
| Alex Ferguson, recently 
linked with top Italian 
club Juventus, has sug- 
gested he is ready to stay at Old 
| Trafford for another five years, 

Ferguson told The Mirror newspaper: 
"United are the best club in the busi- 
ness, I love it. You get ingrained in the 
fabric of the place. 

[ will be a manager for a few years 
yet, that's for sure — and club manage- 
iment is what I am good at. 

"Tnternational management will 
‘come many years ahead for me, maybe. 
T think it will come to a point when it 
will suit me in my weaker years. 

| “But that's maybe five years ahead 
| —at the moment the fire burns within 
Alex Ferguson just as strongly." 

Ferguson's current contract at Old 
Trafford runs until the end of next sea- 
son, 

The club is the currently subject of a 
625-million-pound ($1.04-billion) 
takeover by BSkyB, a satellite televi- 
sion channel owned by media magnate 
Rupert Murdoch. 

He was recently linked with a move 
to Juventus. 

United will be keen to fend off any 
approach from the Italian giants by 
tying him down to-a much longer deal, 

Ferguson had led the club to four 
championships in the last six years. In 
the other two, Marichester United fin- 
ished as runners-up. 

‘A group opposed to Rupert Murdoch 
buying the Manchester United soccer 
team wants fellow shareholders to block 
the deal, 

More than 28,000 letters were mailed 


scored from the hardest chance of all in 
the 78th minute, 

Jorg Albertz set him up with a clever 
pass and Wallace spun to fire a left foot 
shot past Leighton, 

Rangers coach Dick Adovcaat was 
unhappy with another lacklustre perfor- 
Mance as the team stuttered to their third 
successive league draw. 

"Tt was the same story against Celtic 
on Sunday. We created four chances and. 
missed them, We need more strikers but 
itis hard to find them." 

Rangers’ all-time record marksman 
Ally McCoist was meantime helping his 
new club Kilmamock join his old one at 
the top of the league. 

The veteran Scotland international, 
who was 36 last week, started his cele- 
brations early with a stunning 25-metre 
shot in the 22nd minute to cancel out 
Dundee's 11th minute opener by Eddie 
Annand. 

McGowne struck in the 89th minute 
to seal victory when his height at a set 
piece provided the vital touch for the 
winner, 

Hearts moved into third place with 11 
points, thanks to three second-half goals 
ina 3-0 defeat of Motherwell. 

They were joined on the 11-point 
mark by St Johnstone who stunned more. 
than 55,000 fans at Parkhead with Nick 
Dasovic's 20-metre shot in the 15th 
minute which proved enough to claim 
victory over Celtic, 


FANS UNITED 
AGAINST MURDOCH 


to Manchester United shareholders 
Wednesday as part of the campaign. 

‘The soccer team's board accepted the 
proposed $1 billion deal with the media 
magnate's BSkyB ‘TV, but approval of 
the club's shareholders and government 
regulators is needed, 

A group called Shareholders United 
Against Murdoch believes it can round 
up enough support among private stock- 
holders, Institutional shareholders are 
expected to back the deal, 

Meanwhile, the father of Croatia 
Zagreb's midfielder Silvio Maric will 
hold talks next month with Manchester 
United, a Croatian newspaper reported, 

Maric's contract negotiations with 
Zagreb have broken down, 

“As we have learned, Silvio Marie's 
father will spend four days in October, 
from 15 to 18, when he will negotiate 
with Manchester United manager Alex 
Ferguson,” Vecernji List said. 

It added that Maric's father had not 
ruled out further negotiations with 
Croatia Zagreb. 

“L cannot believe Silvio said he did 
not want to discuss staying at Croatia, 
T think he said that on a whim, T think 
he needs to talk," his father told the 
paper. 

Maric helped the national team to 
their unexpected third place in the 
World Cup, playing mostly as substi= 
tute. 

He is seen as crucial for Croatia 
Zagreb's European ambitions. They are 
in the Champions’ League for the first 
time this season, where they play in 
Group A with Ajax Amsterdam, 
and Olympiakos Piraeus. 
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EVANS AND FERGIE 
FURIOUS 


‘anchester United steered their premier 

league season back on course with a 2-0 

home win over Liverpool at Old 

Trafford midweek that left Liverpool 
boss Roy Evans steaming over the refereeing. 

United, severely embarrassed by a 3-0 deféat by 
champions Arsenal on Sunday, atoned somewhat for 
that performance and could have done even better had 
Paul Scholes and Andy Coles converted late chances. 

United went ahead in the 19th minute through a 
Denis Irwin penalty (below) which followed one of a 
number of blunders by goalkeeper Brad Friedel. 

He mispunched a clearance from a corer and Jason 
McAteer handled as he challenged Paul Scholes for the 
ball in the air, 

Liverpool enjoyed more of the possession in the 
second half and appeared to have equalised when 
Karlheinz Riedle pounced on a mistake by goalkeeper 
Peter Schmeichel to knock the ball home from close 
range, But his effort was ruled out for offside, 

Scholes (right) sealed Liverpool's fate when he 
lashed home a left wing cross from substitute Andy 
Cole in the 80th minute, 

But he missed an ever easier chance and Cole also 
misfired from in close in the closing minutes. 

Evans later attacked the standard of English referees 
after what he felt was a debatable penalty awarded 
against McAteer. 

"The decision for the penalty decided the game, We 
are getting sick to death of important decisions going 

id, 


saying he didn't stick his arm out but under 
the circumstances, as he was being mauled to death by 
Scholes, it was a diabolical decision." 

Evans went on: "The referees are ruining the game. 


I'm sorry, I don't want to go on about referees but they 
are spoiling the game. We've got a great product in the 
premier league but the referees are ruining it.” 

Even United boss Alex Ferguson admitted he felt the 
penalty decision was harsh. 

He said: "I think the lad was a bit unfortunate for 
their penalty. I think it was a clear handball but he lost it 
in the air." 

United defender Gary Neville, named man of the 
match for a solid display, felt his side had certainly 
improved on their performance against Arsenal. 

“But we've still got a long way to go yet,” he said, 


ME Alex Ferguson has gone after England 
coach Glenn Hoddle again by insisting on the 
release of details of injections given to England players 
at the World Cup in France this summer. 

‘The Old Trafford Premiership club has written to the 
Football Association asking to be told about “vitamin- 
mineral" boosters administered to several players during 
the tournament. 

Such injections are not illegal but Ferguson was 
angered by the fact that Hoddle never consulted club 


managers over what was being given to their players. 
"England players were given vitamin-mineral 
injections," confirmed FA director of public affairs 
David Davies. 
"The whole squad had blood tests before they left for 


the World Cup to ascertain their vitamin and mineral 
levels. "The tests were done by Dr. Jan Rougier, 
nutritional advisor to the England team before and 
during the World Cup. All players tested differently and 
recorded different levels. 

“Further tests were taken during the World Cup, 
when a couple of players were found to have dipped 
below. 

"They had booster injections three hours before ‘the 
game against Colombia in Lens and before the game 
against Argentina in Saint-Etienne. Both players felt the 
benefit of it.” 

He added: "I can't say specifically what the players 
were given because their records are with Dr. Rougier 
in France. But our doctors are adamant that whatever 
they were given was not to increase the red cell count." 

Ferguson clashed with Hoddle during the World Cup 
over the England coach's treatment of Manchester 
United's David Beckham after he was left out of the 
starting lineup for the opening game of France '98 
against Tunisia. 
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CHEL 


helsea gave their title hopes a much needed 

boost in a profitable six days, with a dramatic 

4-3 away win at Blackburn Rovers last 
Monday followed by a 2-0 home win over 
Middlesborough on Saturday. 

Ewood Park enhanced its reputation for high scoring 
games with a match which encompassed the full 
Spectrum of emotions as Chelsea came from behind to 
secure victory. = 

Jn a more dour encounter against Middlesborough, 
they managed full points once again:to ensure that their 
results take a turn for the better. 

Chelsea clearly posses all the attributes necessary to 
mount a serious title challenge. They have strong 
defenders, powerful, goalscoring midfield, skillful 
runners on the ball and quality strikers to provide the 
cutting edge. Against Blackburn they also showed 
resilience in recovering from a deficit to score two late 
goals, 

Manager Gianluca Vialli has capitalised on the 
momentum built up by Ruud Gullit before his 
departure. He has used his charisma and standing in the 


“game to attract additional world class players to 


Stamford Bridge, 

However, questions must be raised about the 
continuation of the squad rotation policy initiated by 
Gullit, 

Having previously been a victim of this philosophy, 
one might have thought Vialli would be more 
circumspect in applying the theory himself. Dan 
Petrescu has already voiced his frustration and at some 
point players of the calibre of Flo, Laudrup and Zola 
ust surely become dissatisfied with the inconsistency 
of the selection process. 

Consistency is a key ingredient in any championship 
quest and this can be difficult to achieve with wholesale 
changes to the lineup for every match. 

Vialli's rotation policy applies not only to the starting 
eleven, but to positional issues as well. Marcel Desailly 
is a superb footballer, possessed of great skill, strength 
and vision, but while the Chelsea central defence 
remains unstable, he is used continually to bolster 
themidfield. 

In Gustavo Poyet and Dennis Wise, Chelsea already 
have an abundance of midfield talent and there should 


ae bas 


be no need to break up the central defensive partnership 
which faced Brazil in the World Cup final in France, 

Spoilt for choice in attack, Vialli also runs the risk of 
alienating the forwards who must score the goals to 
keep Chelsea on the winning trail. 

Chelsea have proved their quality by winning three 
cup competitions in the past two seasons. The time has 
now come to make the step up and launch a telling 
assault on the premiership, but a lack of management 
experience on the part of Vialli could prove fatal in 

ir quest. ‘ 

Vialli may yet succeed in winning the premiership 
with his unorthodox selection policy, but it will require 
a balancing act of epic proportions to keep his players 
satisfied over the course of the season. It remains to be 
seen whether the controversial management technique 
ultimately assists or undermines Chelsea's premiership 
challenge. 
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‘and Chelsea's Alberto Ferrer clash. 


eorge Graham took Leeds United to 

Tottenham Hotspur on Saturday amidst 

speculation that he will soon leave his current 
club for the vacant manager's job at White Hart 
Lane, 

Spurs began the game in a rush and had Les 
Ferdinand been more clinical in his finishing, the 
notoriously parsimonious Leeds defence would have 
been breached within seconds. 

It was Tottenham's deficiency in defence which once 
again proved to be their downfall. It was in evidence 
after three minutes when Gunnar Halle delivered the 
first goal via an unopposed header from a left-wing 
comer by Tan Harte. 

Spurs celebrated a 13 th minute equaliser from a 
similar set piece, Ramon Vega the scorer from 
Anderton's comer, 

The movement up front from Leeds caused the 
Tottenham defence to be pulled constantly out of 
position, and epabled Leeds to gain a two goal 
advantage with a strike from each of their double-Dutch 
strike force, 

First, Clyde Wijnhard dispatched a right-wing cross 
to the near post for Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink to force 
beyond Espen Baardsen. Hasselbaink retured the 
compliment on the hour when he slotted the ball into the 
danger area for Wijnhard to embarrass Vega and 
Baardsen again. 

With Leeds having conceded a solitary goal in their 
previous six Premiership games, a Tottenham comeback 
seemed unlikely, but the substitution by caretaker 
manager David Pleat after 63 minutes was inspired as 
Norwegian striker Steffen Iversen volleyed in 
spectacularly off the post. 

Fittingly, it was captain Sol Campbell, destined to be 
the cornerstone of a new Spurs if and when Graham 
takes command, who struck the equaliser. 

Meanwhile, Coventry manager Gordon Strachan 
tefused to speculate on whether the Leeds job might 
interest him should George Graham head down South to 
Tottenham, 

Strachan's side took on newcomers Charlton, with 
Dion Dublin impressive both leading the line and 
helping out in defence, but it was Charlton who set the 
pace and created the best chances, 

Andy Hunt headed just wide from a Richard Rufus 
cross on 60 minutes and then mis-hit a volley from close 
Tange. 

Charlton's honest toil seemed in vain on 68 minutes 
when Gary Breen flicked the ball across to their far post 
for Whelan to score from an acute angle. 

Only a defensive error from substitute Mare 
Edworthy ensured that Charlton secured their just 
reward. Edworthy slipped, passing the ball directly to 
Hunt in the area and he duly dispatched his 100 th career 
goal. Blackburn manager Roy Hodgson made another 
furious attack on a referee after Swedish striker Martin 
Dahlin was sent off and five of his players were booked 
in their encounter against Everton at Goodison Park. 
‘The match produced no goals but plenty of controversy, 

Everton haye now failed to hit the target in their first 
four Premiership outings at Goodison this season, 
Although Duncan Ferguson hit the post shortly before 
half time, Walter Smith's side were woeful in 
Blackbum's penalty area. 

Blackbur, without Chris Sutton, Kevin Gallacher 
and $16 million Kevin Davies, fared little better and 
unfortunately the only memories from this encounter 
will be of the wrong kind - with the yellow cards and 
that one red dominating the occasion, 

At St James Park, Shay Given saved Newcastle from 
an embarrassing home defeat with a string of superb 
‘saves, and he even set up a crucial goal for captain Alan 
Shearer. 

The young Ireland keeper raced way out of goal to 
make a clearance that sent Shearer in for the 10th- 
minute goal that kept Newcastle in front for 75 minutes. 
Five minutes from time the England skipper was 
brought down by Alan Rogers and fired home the 
penalty with his customary confidence. 

It was Given that kept Newcastle in the match as an 
enterprising Forest side were always prepared to attack 
and were unfortunate not to take something from the 


game. 

Newcastle had been caught in the Forest off side trap 
three times in two minutes but when Given rushed out 
35 yards to halt the threat of D'Archeville his clearance 
caught the Forest defence flat footed and Shearer was 
away. 

He rounded Beasant and when it looked as though he 
had taken the ball too far he clipped it into the net with 
his left foot. 

Forest never gave up and for most of the match 
played neater, more penetrating football. In a second 
half that did not match the first for action, Forest could 
not force sufficient openings to reap any reward. 
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DI CANIO GOES MAD! 


Aston Villa extended their lead in the English 
premier league to five points on a day marred by the 
sight of a referee being manhandled by a player having 
been shown a red card. 

Hillsborough saw one of the most spectacular 
sendings-off in Britain for years in Sheffield 
Wednesday's 1-0 defeat of reigning champions Arsenal 
which ended with fiery Wednesday striker Paolo di 
Canio being suspended by his club. 

The drama unfolded two minutes before half-time 
when Patrick Vieira took exception to a challenge by 
Wednesday's Dutch international Wim Jonk. Di Canio 
entered the fray and had to be dragged away by some of 
his own teammates, 

As referee Paul Alcock brandished the red card, di 


ity 


Canio's response was both startling and foolhardy - he 
shoved the official to the ground. When Alcock picked 
himself up from the turf, he insisted on Di Canio's 
removal, showed the red card to Arsenal's Martin 
Keown, and after a long discussion on the touchline, a 
yellow one to Vieira. 

The incident largely overshadowed the rest of an 
entertaining match in which both goalkeepers excelled, 
Arsenal gave a neat and accomplished performance and 
Dennis Bergkamp seemed certain to secure that elusive 
first goal of the season. 

Arsenal's early chances fell to Nicolas Anelka and 
set the trend for a frustrating afternoon for him. He did, 
however, come up against a goalkeeper in exemplary 
form in Kevin Pressman, 

Bergkamp forced a brilliant reflex save from 
Pressman and then Wednesday enjoyed a spell of 
pressure in which Petter Rudi was denied twice by 
Manninger, Lee Briscoe, who joined the action after 59 
minutes after replacing Swede Niclas Alexandersson, 
forced a fine save from Manninger. 

His big moment was yet to come. 

It seemed incomprehensible that it could end goalless 
and Briscoe ensured it did not. Fed by a long clearance 
from Jonk, he tried an ambitious shot from the deep and 
saw it soar beyond Manninger's reach to hand Arsenal 
their first defeat of the season. 

Meanwhile, at Villa Park, England international Paul 
Merson, a recent signing from Middlesbrough, helped 
Villa boost their lead over second-placed Derby with a 
well-taken 15th minute goal, 

‘iter beating the Derby offside trap, Merson sprinted 
down the middle and slotted the ball just inside the left- 
hand post to register his second goalfor Villa in just 
three games. 

Derby's first challenge to Villa's lead came with a 
searching through ball from Lars Bohinen which sent 
‘Dean Sturridge racing clear in the 38th minute. 

Gareth Barry, emerging as a rich defensive talent and 
still five months short of his 18th birthday, matched the 
Derby striker for pace and then delivered the crucial 
penalty area tackle which cleared the threat. 

Derby manager Jim Smith's interval lecture probably 
reminded his players that they might have few more 
opportunities to lead the Premiership, and they 
proceeded to question Villa's control more aggressively 
in the second half. 

Bosnich kept out a volley on the turn from Wanchope 
and a dipping shot from Rory Delap before Villa 
completed another vital defensive shutout. 

The fact that Villa created only two more chances - 
Hoult saving a close range shot from Julian Joachim and 
a 20-metre drive from Alan Thompson - indicated why 
manager John Gregory is still urgently searching for 
more striking power to strengthen the Villa title 
challenge. 
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ONLY TEN DAYS 
TO GO... 
TILL SHOWTIME 
ERICSSON CUP 


